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CHAPTER FOUR

NOTES ON THE ZAYSE LANGUAGE*

by

Richard J. Hayward

I~TRODUCTION:

The language described in this paper belongs to the cluster of

languages and dialects known to Western scholars as Ometo. 1 Both the

speakers of this particular Ometo language and the language itself have

2generally been referred to as Zaisse or Zayse. To the speakers themselves,

however, the language is known as zaysite. With the exception of the

3Koore , who live to the east of the Rift Valley, and some small communities

living on and around Lakes Abbaya and Chammo4, the geographical area occupied

by Ometo speakers is all to the west of the Rift Valley, the Zayse inhabiting

the south-eastern corner of this areaS. At least since the establishment of

Mission churches the highland area in which the Zayse live has been defined

as comprising nine localities based on the 'villages' of Kaybanna,

Lamad'a, D'uura, Kawlee, Mahella, Monok'a, Dambilleso, Z6osseso

and Zuzzaso. Since the recent development of extensive farms in the

surrounding lowland areas, however, many people originating from this high-

land homeland spend at least a great deal, if not all of their lives, in the

lowlands. Villagers from the Zayse highlands are now farming areas centered

on E1go and Wozaka on the main road between Arbaminch and Gidole. 6 I was

informed that a similar situation has developed at Dambilla in Mosiye (= Bussa)
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country in the lowlands to the west of the traditional Zayse territory.7

The bulk of the material upon which the linguistic description pres­

ented here is based was collected in Addis Ababa in 1981 when I was able to

work intensively with Markos Kooto, a native speaker of Zayse from Kaybanna.

Two years later, during June 1983, I was fortunate enough to obtain the ass­

istance of Abaineh Unasho from D' uura, with whom I was able to check out

some of the hypotheses which had been developing, as well as some aspects of

the earlier data about which some doubts had existed. Both Markos and

Abaineh were engaged in University studies, and it is a tribute to their

intelligent interest and enthusiasm that I was able to-ollect such a large

corpus of material on Zayse in the time available. It remains the case, how­

ever, that only some three weeks research time was actually devoted to this

work, so that the observations advanced here have to be accepted for what

they are, i.e., preliminary and tentative.

Zayse exhibits several features which are somewhat -surpr1s1ng within

Ometo. Alongside some obvious innovations, the verb system has at least one

interesting and putatively archaic feature: namely, the existence of verb

classes which have to be set up because of the appearance of lexically

distinct "post-thematic vowels" in certain inflected forms. While such a

feature has been recorded for Kafa and other Northern Omotic languages, I

believe I am right in saying that there has been no previous attestation of

it in any of the Ometo languages. Nevertheless, as will appear in ~3.2., I

shall argue against the notion that this feature is an archaism preserved

in Zayse. Another surprise appears in the syntax, for Zayse has a full

series of enclitic subject pronouns that attach to the end of focussed noun

and postpositional phrases. Though this sort of feature is familiar enough

to those concerned with the languages of the Horn of Africa, on account of

the fact that it characterizes Standard Somali
8,

it can hardly be said to be

a common areal feature. One would like to know whether languages sharing the

feature have other phenomena in common, and whether one or other of these might
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suggest a hypothesis correlating these things in terms of diachronic develop­

ment. Just these two characteristics of Zayse would serve to set it apart

not only from the languages/dialects of the Central Ometo group, with which

it is in geographical contiguity, but also from the geographically remoter,

though genetically closer, Koyra language. 9 If only on account of these

features it would be very desirable if Zayse could be subjected to more

extensive research.

Like so many of the pioneer studies of south Ethiopian languages,

the first description of Zayse was the work of Enrico Cerulli. II

linguaggio degli Zaisse appears as Part IV of his Studi etiopici III (1938l")).

The work contains a great deal of etymological speculation, some of which is

most interesting, but regretably the actual language material presented and

the synchronic analysis of it fails to note some of the most salient features

of the language. As in the case of the present writer, Cerulli's (1929)

field-work was carried out in Addis Ababa; but unlike the present writer,

whose informants were well educated young men with an excellent command of

both Amharic and English, Cerulli's informants were slaves belonging to

Shoan chiefs! (op cit vi). Memories of ones own experiences of the

frustration and difficulty of eliciting accurate, consistent material from

illiterate and uneducated informants, especially when ones time was limited,

rob one of the right or desire to criticize this early work, and in the

following description it will be referred to only when the discrepancies

are such as to require it.
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§l. PHONOLOGY:

§l.l. CONSONANTS:

While the approach adopted here is not that of traditional phonemics,

it turns out to be the case that the inventory of fully specified segments
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required at the systematic level is not very different from that which

would be set up in such an analysis. This inventory is set out in Table 1.

In addition to these the table lists separately a handful of incompletely

specified, or archiphonemic consonants. The various arguments leading to

the establishment of these appear in §1.5.

Table 1

fully specified segments:

b d ~
v
J g

P t ~
v kc

b' d' s' c' k' :2

s v
hs

v
Z Z

m

w

n

1

r

y

incompletely specified segments:

s S

z Z
N

§l.l.l. NOTES ON THE PHONETIC REALIZATION OF THE CONSONANTS:

The following notes concern the pronunciation of the fully specified

consonants of Table 1.

1. P is regularly subject to two rules affecting its contextual

realization:

(a) Word-initially p may undergo an optional spirantization to

[f], e s g ,
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[ f'] 6d' i / [p h] 6d' i

[f] nito / [p h] nito

it bubbled up

spping of watep

(b) Between non-nasal sonorants p undergoes obligatory spirantization

to [f], e. g.

2aa[f]e

Sa[f]e

dii I [f] i

nar [f]e

eye

watep-hole, watep-coupse

(he) punched

needle

In all other contexts p is realized as a lightly aspirated voiceless

bilabial plosive, e.g.

hem[ph]e 10 light - in weight

2izu[ph] six

Geminate pp is always [p:h] , never [f:]; see also §1.1.2.

2. While the pronunciation of d and t involves a dental articulation,

that of d' is alveolar.

3. As in the case of p when it is not subject to spirantization, the

realization of the other voiceless plain stops (t, S, C, k)

usually involves aspiration, though this is not very pronounced when

the stop follows a nasal or liquid.

4. The voiced glottalized stops (b', d') are generally implosive, and

the voiceless ones (s', v,
C , k')are ejective.

5. z, sand s' consti tute a "non-palatal" affricated stop series, which,

unless affected by deglottalization (see §1.6.4) have the reali­

zations [dz] , [t'Sh] , [t"s'] respectively.

6. C, J, c', sand z are all palato-alveolars. The first three are

affricated stops, and the last two are fricatives, L;e , [t1h], [ctz],

[tI' ], [I] and [31respectively. Though not a common sound, z
does appear in a handful of frequently occurring words, e.g.
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zilla green, blue,

v-' vv
name of a villagezoosseso

c'azo permanent spring of water

V;t

(he) felt coldmOOZl

The voiced affricated " and ~ are both very Thestops Z J rare.

10latter has been recorded in three words that are judged to be loans,

and for two of these there are alternative pronunciations, e.g.

mUJale / muzale / mu yile jigger-flea, cf. Amh , muual:e

Jabana / zabana coffee-pot, cf , Amh , Jabana

c' aJJe mead, cf , Amh , t 'aJJ

As for z it occurs (twice) in one word, viz.

2ozz6zo steep section of hillside

There are few other occurrences of voiced affricated stops but these

all follow nasals or liquids and are interpreted as realizations of

the archiphonemes Z and Z ; see §l. 5.

§1.1.2. GEMINATE CONSONANTS:

It is probably true to say that there are phonologically long

congeners for all the fully specified consonants shown in Table 1, with the

exception of 2, hand r, which seem likely to be systematic non-

11occurrences. The corpus actually contains no instance of ww either, but

w is in general a rare phoneme, so that **ww may perhaps be only an

accidental gap. Although minimal pairs do not appear to be especially

frequent, consonant length is in no way predictable, and is, therefore,

lexically significant, as in the following:

boobbe potato; dobes python; 2ooddo baboon; hoode weeds;

2ozzozo steep section of hillside; d I iggo stool, chair;

doge iaaterbuek; gaappo puff-adder; kapo bird; ha.t t e now;

k tate part of compound where people and animals live; kassa

grain, food; b1isa uterus; 81cca parched grain; 2ece rabbit;
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Lekko honeycomb; ha.akd far; seb' b '0 crocodile; s' ab ' 6

root, blood vessel; pud' d ' e flower; kiid' e wooden

partition / wall; baas's' 6 calabash for storing milk;

baas I ~ chin, beard; mar~c' c ' e intestines; baac 'e sickle;

Laak t k t a lamb, kid; 2ok'are mud; zeess€whey;kase t-ib ie l ;

2ilasse banana /-ansat leaf; hasa boil (it)!; gazze dikdik;

baze lcidneute) ; g60zzi 'get drunk, go mad'; haze 'hunting­

wasp'; 2umma~e head-rest; wosuma paramour; dunna termite

mound; btina coffee; 2iille palm (tree); s'ilo kite; bayya

run away!; waye ear.

Realization of the geminate consonants involves a markedly longer

duration of the closure phase in all stops, except in the case of bIb' and

d'd', which are pronounced with strong preglottalization. All other

geminates (which are [+ continuant]) have a tenser articulation and are

durationally longer, e.g.

k' 6 [t: h] 0
"

21.[t~' ] a

~[25]6
o

d' 6[1:]e

§1.2. VOWELS:

haft of an axe/hoe, cf , woo [ ~ h] a farming

cut l , cf , 21 [ts' ] 6ttat in I cut (past)

armpit, cf , k' 0 [5] oro prickly-pear, candel>
o

abra euphorbia

dancing, jumping, cf , rre [1] a empty/dry thing

There are five vowels, viz.

i

e

a

o

u

The front and back mid vowels are generally realized with a tongue position

halfway between those for Cardinal Vowels 2 & 3 and 6 & 7 respectively.

Each vowel has a phonologically distinct durationally longer counter-

part which in addition has a somewhat tenser articulation. In the case of
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the long mid vowels the tongue positions are raised relative to those for

the corresponding short vowels. Except in word-final position (see §1.4.),

vowel length contrasts are extremely common, though as in the case of con­

sonants, word pairs which are differentiated solely in terms of vowel length

do not appear very commonly in the corpus, e.g.

biie'l urinate; die r e r 1 grow, increase; keesir houses;

kesi go out; Laaf a weak, tired; Laf a side; dooss neighbour;

dos point; c'uucce louse; c'ucc saliva.

§1.3. THE INTERPRETATION OF LENGTH:

Insofar as long consonants are subject to exactly the same distri­

butional restrictions within words as clusters of consonants (see §1.4.) an

analysis of them as geminates (i.e., as sequences of two segments) is

preferable to one that would treat them as single ([+long]) segments. This

requires recognition in the phonotactic statements made about the possible

types of consonant sequences in clusters; see §1.4. The comparison with

clusters cannot be extended to other areas, however, for there are

alternations of consonant length in certain verb stems which makes it appear

that in some instances gemination has to be regarded as morphological;

see §2.6.l.l. Moreover, word-finally geminates undergo degemination (see

§1.6.3.), whereas word-final clusters of (dissimilar) consonants remain in

intact.

A geminate analysis of consonants predisposes us to extend a 'two

segment' analysis to long vowels as well. For the purposes of this

preliminary description of Zayse, it will be convenient to refer to

durationally long vowels simply as 'long vowels' and so reserve the term

'geminate' for long consonants.

§1.4. SURFACE PHONOTACTICS:

This section is concerned with some observed facts about segment

distribution together with the phonological interpretation of certain of them.
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It seems that for Zayse all phonotactic statements can be made most concisely

with reference either to stems or to words, rather than to any lower level

12phonological unit such as the syllable.

Unless beginning with some other consonant, words are analysed as

having an initial glottal stop. This is very obvious when words are uttered

in isolation, and even in connected,speech vowels separated by word

boundaries seem to resist crasis, and an audible glottal stop or hiatus is

connnon.

There appear to be restrictions on the occurrence of geminate

consonants. Phonetically long consonants occur only word-medially. Under-

lyingly, however, it seems necessary for some words to set up (stem) final

geminates. In the pronunciation of such words there does not seem to be very

much difference in the duration of the final consonant from that in words

which have underlying single final consonants. In suffixed forms of such

words, however, the geminates are fully in evidence. Some examples are

shown below.

underlying form singular form plural form

2a~~ 2a[ (Jh] '-"'h teeth2a [t : I ] ir

2iss 2i[s] 2i[s:]ir . neiaiu-ioedte )

dooss " [t"'\ h] " [~h] neighbour(s)doc ts doc t:s ir

Although such final long consonants are connnonly sibilants, as above, there

are other cases where other consonant types are concerned. This is partic-

ularly obvious in some of the numbers, e.g., 2oy[d] four could be claimed
"

to have final dd and 2izu[ph] six to have final pp, for in their

attributive forms, where a -i or -u suffix is added, or in their nominative

forms, where a -i suffix is added, long consonants are clearly heard, e.g.

2oy[~:]u tamm / 2oy[~:]i tamm forty~ 2izu[p:h]1 hama.t t een six went;

see also §1.6.3. The short duration of all these final consonants in such

words requires recognition of a rule of degemination for geminate consonants
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in this position.

Word-final long vowels are comparatively rare, though as the following

examples show, there is no phonotactically based reason for this e.g.

wu12aa lowland; bocaa highland; Kaw I ee name of one

of the "nine villages" of Zayse; 2aa what?; 260 who?;

h60 yes; bug60 let us clear the scrub! (i.e., the 1st

person plural inclusive jussive form of the verb).

The only two instances of word-initial consonant clusters that have

been noted occur in the verb gVliid- hit and the noun k' wons ' a dried

meat, and the second of these looks like a loan word, cf. Amh. kW'ant'a

dried meat13
; otherwise consonant clusters occur only non-initially. All

other observed consonant clusters, the vast majority of which contain only

two members, conform to the surface phonotactic principle that within a

cluster, segments occurring towards the right show a decrease in sonority,

where sonority is defined in terms of the following hierarchy.

glide - liquid _ {na~al . } - stop
fr1cat1ve

Some conditions have to be imposed on the generative capacity of this

formula however, since clusters consisting of liquid + fricative do not

seem to occur (apart from the [f] realization of p (see §l.l.l.; 1. (a),

(b) )j and h does not appear to occur either as the first or second member

of any cluster. The following table shows some typical examples of two-

member clusters.
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stop

20ycl (3)

t ayba (6)

liquid nasal/fricative

mayr6 (1 ) 2ayma (2)

hjiwl e (4) b60rawnen (5)14

peysa (7)

b60rawsen (8) 14

gaIma (9)

garma (11)

liquid

nasal or

Table 2

cl
/ C

2

glide

fricative

tolk6 (10)

bard6 (12)

kU[IJ]k~(13)

gc [mj bo (14)

diskaro (15)

p I s tji (16)

(Glosses: (1) grasshopper; (2) kraal; (3) spZit sth~; (4) staZks;

(5) wiZZ we bake?; (6) count!; (7) pass the day!; (8) wiZZ they bake?;

(9) type of tree - Amh. wanza; (10) hyaena; (11) Zion; (12) dewZap;

(13) nose; (14) water-pot; (15) miZZet; (16) sprinkZe!)

It should be noted that according to the phonotactic patterns for

consonant clusters 2 has to be reckoned as a stop, since it always occurs

as' the rightmost member of a cluster. Thus: 2itum2a type of food prepared

from 'dnsat; tin26 hearth; se12e emal.l. earthenware food-bowZ; way21

Zisten; etc.

Only one type of three-member cluster has been noted. This is found

in the words kayst1 eteal: and laysto smal-Lpox, Words such as 26y~ 'e' i

ask; 2oycc1 pZait and 2ayssl accompany, in which the leftmost member is

again y, are not uncommon.

The present analysis treats the occurrence of the high non-syllabic

vocoids within morpheme boundaries as glide "consonants", which seems

appropriate on account of the fact that no sequences of (dissimilar) vocoids

have been observed, viz. **ea, **eo, **oa, **oe, **ae, **ao. It is
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evident, moreover, that certain sets of vowel + glide sequences derive from

underlying vowel + (high) vowel sequences created at morpheme boundaries;

see §1.6.2.

There are some rather curious distributional restrictions affecting

consonants in word-initial position. There are three consonants that appear

to be prohibited in this position, namely; r, sand
vc. It may be added

that these restrictions do not appear to be confined to Zayse, and are in

15evidence throughout Ometo. It might seem possible to treat word-initial

[ts'] and [{},] as the contextual realizations of archiphonemes <8 I : 8>

and <c' : c> respectively. And perhaps, though with far less conviction,

one might treat initial [1] as the realization of an archiphoneme <1 : r>.

This course has not been adopted here, however, and the non-occurrence of

r, sand c word-initially is regarded simply as a case of defective

distribution.

§1.5. ARCHISEGMENTS:

A case is made out for treating the plain sibilants which follow

nasals or liquids within words as being underlyingly unspecified with

respect to the feature [± continuant]. In pronunciation such sibilants are

predictably affricated stops. The formula given in §1.4. and Table 2 showed

that fricatives do not follow nasals, and as a condition on that formula it

was further pointed out that with the exception of the surface [f]

realizations of p (in words such as dii l [f] i punch and nar [f] e needle;

see §l.l.l.; l.(a), (b»), fricatives do not follow liquids either. Fricatives

however may follow glides and precede stops. It would seem then that a

slightly more abstract but more adequate formula for consonant clusters would

be as follows.

{

l i qu i d - nasal - obstruent}
glide -

fricative - stop

The occurrence of liquid / nasal + affricated stop sequences such as those
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in the following words

buraN[ t~] a winnow!; 2ar[t~]a bed; 2a1 [ts] f finish;

haN [d1] 0 today; mar[~]e poison; gaaN[ t1] e stomach;

bir[f)]e loose; 2aN[ds]1 ppaise; bo1 [cU] e type of

bread; Bur [dr; ]e Bupji person,

and the non-occurrence of the liquid / nasal + fricative sequences **N[s],

**r [s], **1 [s], **N[ z ] , ** r [ z ] , **1 [ z ] , **N[ I], **r [ I], **1 [ I] ,

**N [z::], **r [s], and **1 [z::] is seen as the surface consequences of an

underlying neutralization of the stop: fricative opposition in obstruents in

these contexts. 16 Accordingly, an archisegmental interpretation has been

adopted here, viz. S (= <8 : s> ) , Z (= <z : z», ~ (= <c : s»,

~ (= <3' : z».
Moreover, an archisegmental interpretation is proposed to account for

the predictability of place of articulation of nasals preceding obstruents.

Thus the phonetic segments in words such as za [m] bal a tall, long;

~e[m]po soul, life; bo2i[n]te knee; gaLti j n j da yellow; wuz af j n j s ' e

fly; ~'u[~]~'a1e ant; pa[IJ]ge wing; kaaraj rj j kd bat and bO[lJ]k'f

snatch away are best regarded as realizations of an archisegment N which is

unspecified as to place of articulation. It should be noted, however, that

before a glottal stop the two fully specified nasal phonemes m and n contrast

(just as they do word-ini tially and intervocalically); thus, gu [m] 21 squeeze

and z a] n] 2e outside.

§1.6. PHONOLOGICAL PROCESSES:

§1.6.1. U-EPENTHESIS:

Comparison of alternations in suffixes reveals a surprisingly high

number of cases in which an u vowel alternates with zero. (In the following

examples, the u in question is underscored.) e.g.

(a) The affirmative declarative copula: -utte - -tte (cf , §2.S.). e s g ,
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noun noun + copula

kana dog kanatte

200116 horse 200116tte

s60ge salt s60gette

ga2ass wart-hog ga2ass!!tte

(b) The affirmative interrogative copula: -uwa - -wa (cf , §2.5.) e.g.

noun noun + copula

to1k6 hyaena to1kowa

g§.rma lion garmawa

8608 snake 8008uwa

to1kir hyaenas to1kiruwa

(c) The Direct Object marker (restricted to personal pronouns; cf. §2.4.l.):

-una - -na - -a. e.g.

pronoun base pronoun + marker

ta- I tana

ne- you nena

2es- he 2esa

wut- you(p) wutuna

2us- they 2usuna

(d) The Indirect Object marker (restricted to personal pronouns; cf.

§2.4.l.): -uro - -ro. e s g ,

pronoun base pronoun + marker

ta- I taaro

nu- we(inc) nuuro

2es- he 2~suro

2is- she 21suro
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(e) The postposi tion -us - -s to, for (cf , §2.1. 4.3.). e. g.

noun

hare

2ook'k'aro

waaN~a

dobes

meeNS

donkey

frog

calabash

python

barren animal

noun + postposition

hares

2ook'k'aros

waaNSas

dobesus

meeNSus

(f) The pos tposi tion -unna - -nna with, by means of (cf. §2.1. 4.3.) •

e.g.

noun

kallo

~

suge

~ .....
suus

stick

rope

blood

noun + postposition

kallonna

sugenna

~ ..... ~
suusunna

(g) The postposition -uga - -ga into (cf , §2.l.4.3.). e.g.

noun

waase

kees

water

hole

house

noun + postposition

waasega

(h) The number s 2-4: f/J - - u / - i (cf , §2. 3 •). e. g.

counting form

nam2

hays

20ydd

two

three

four

modifying form

nam2i / nam2u

haysi / haysu

20yddi / 20yddu

What is the nature of this vowel? If we were to set up the

phonological forms of the various suffixes / clitics considered in cases (a),

(b), (e), (f), and (g) with underlying u, we should have to explain why u

in all these cases fails to undergo gliding when the suffix in question is

attached to a vowel-final noun stem (cf. §1.6.2.). However, since in these

cases U appears only when the suffix is attached to a (otherwise) consonant-
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final noun, it could be argued that u is an underlying TV, which surfaces

only when followed by a consonant-initial suffix. But, none of the other

TVs behave in this way. Moreover, consideration of the following word, in

which the copula follows the -s benefactive postposition shows that u

now appears twice, viz.

keesusutte

It is for a house

This is surely best explained in terms of epenthesis.

The distribution of u in the two object markers (cases (c) and (d)

seem to follow the principle that unless a vowel ends the pronoun form,

then u appears between it and the suffix. Thus, although morphological

factors enter into the matter, the distribution of u in these forms is just

the same as that seen in the cases of the nouns, i.e., it separates a stem­

final consonant or a consonant-final element added to a stem from any

addition which begins with a consonant.

The addition of u in case (h) could be seen as providing a tone­

bearing element for the High tone of the associative construction. This

process seems to be confined to numbers, since unaccented consonant-final

nouns such as S •ooz ehamam or 2as man do not do this; see the

discussion of such items in §1.7. The alternative occurrence of i probably

represents the retention of an earlier feature (see Hayward 1987: 2l9ff.);

it seems, however, that older i is being replaced by the new general

epenthetic vowel u.

In addition to the preceding, it should be noted that the regular

passive and causative stem-extensions in the verb contain u, i.e., -utt

and -uss / -us respectively (cf , §2.6.l.2.); yet there is evidence from

the retention in a few words of older passive and causative suffixes (as

well as from comparative considerations) that the present situation, in

which the stem-extensions contain u, is an Ometo innovation.
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§1.6.2. GLIDING:

When the high vowel i follows any other vowel, it becomes a glide,

e.g.

2ayma + i 2aym[aj]

kpaal nom.

doro + i dor[~j]

ewe nom.

2ibise + i 2ibi~[Ej]

doop nom.

2aNde + is 2aNd[Ej]S

when? 3fs ppon.

2aNs'u + in -+ *aN~' [uj ] n

how many? lp,exc.ppon.

Gliding also occurs when the high vowel u follows any vowel lower than

itself. The process is only obligatory, however, when the preceding vowel

is a; with other vowels, various assimilations may take place, e.g.

2ana + us 2an[aw]s

whepe? 3p ppon.

200de + un

who? lp inc. ppon.

2aNs' gidallo + us-+

2ood[Ew]n/2ood[u:]n

2aN~' gidall[~w]n/gidall[o:]n

but note:

how much 3p ppon.

waydi + un wayd ] u : ] n

how? lp inc. ppon.

Except where it has been thought desirable to draw attention to the

process, the practice throughout this paper has been to transcribe the

underlying vowel rather than the surface glide.
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An important exception to gliding has to be noted in the case of the

copula -tte, where truncation of the final e occurs before any following

vowel (cf. §2.5.).

§1.6.3. DEGEMINATION:

Word-finally geminates are reduced to a single consonant. This process

gives rise to numerous alternations between single and geminate stem-final

consonants, the geminate occurring before a vowel in a suffix, e.g.

singular plural

2i[s] 2i[s:]ir newZy-wed(s)
,....

2a[CI]fr2a[tl] tooth/teeth

d6o[{;] d6o[G]ir neighbour(s)

It should be noted that degemination, which is a regular phonological

process, has to be distinguished sharply from the morphological alternation

involving gemination seen in certain verb stems (cf. §2.6.1.1.).

In accordance with the slightly abstract transcription employed

throughout the study, stem-final geminates are transcribed.

§1.6.4. DEGLOTTALIZATION:

Word-final s' loses its glotta1ic airstream feature, and is

pronounced like its plain counterpart s. Not many cases of deg1otta1ization

have been observed, although it does seem to be a regular phonological

process and should certainly be distinguished from morphologically

significant alternations such as those described in §2.6.1.2., e.g.

plural + nominative

2aNgussaa[{S] 2aNgussaa[tS']i

baraa[ts] baraa[tst]i

(cf. also §2.1.2. and §2.4.2.).

§1.6.5. PALATAL HARMONY:

e lde» kinsmen

younger kinswomen

The phenomenon described here is the Zayse reflex of something that I

believe to have been a feature of Proto-Dmotic (see Hayward, 1988: 287). In
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certain other languages of the family the present-day effects of Palatal

Harmony is much more pervasive than in Zayse.

Palatal Harmony has a static aspect in terms of a phonotactic constraint

across a root to the effect that cooccurring sibilants harmonize with respect

to palatality. Thus, roots such as the following are quite common,

non-palatal: mas' as ' -a sweet potato; zeess-~ whey; suus

blood; zorzor-o backbone; s ' ooz shaman; zaa~~- lead;

sos ' - hang (tr.); 20zzoz-0 precipice; etc.

palatal: 8608 snake; e'uue r -~ chick; er az-o spring;

2isfc five; zass- fear; c' iras-6 oxpecker; ziicc-~ ring; etc.

while hypothetical root combinations such as **sac-; **c' az-; **800S-;

**zucc-; etc. are not only unattested but deemed to be ill-formed.

A dynamic (assimilatory) aspect of palatal harmony is observed within

verb stems containing the causative stem-extensions, the regular suffixes of

which are underlying -us and -as. These have optional palatal al ternants

(i.e., with [J] and [t'1] respectively) when a root ends in a palatal

sibilant, e.g.

causative stems in -us: paac'-u[l]-/paac'-u[s]- cause

to become less, take away from; gaac I -u [ I] - /gaac ' -u [s]­

cause to grind.

causative stems in -as: has-a[D]-/has-a[G]- boil (tr.);

20yc-a [tl] - /20yc-a [ t~] - cause to twist.

It is noted, however, that palatal harmony is not triggered by root-initial

palatal sibilants, e.g.

~'ad-u[s]- (**~'ad-u[l]-) cause to pound/stab;

v ~ v ~

zaad"-a{-ts]- (**zaad'-a[tJ]-) cause to clarify.

(cf. §2.6.l.2.l.).

§1.7. ACCENT AND TONE:

Like a number of other languages of the Horn of Africa, Zayse is best
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considered as a tonal accent language. 17 From the point of view of phonology

what this means is that prominence has to be regarded as culminative or

syntagmatic. From a phonetic point of view what it means is that prominence

is signalled by a higher pitch on the syl1able(s) where it is realized

without either any obvious accompaniments of increased intensity or duration

or much obvious interaction with sentence prosodies (i.e., intonation) - as

would be the case in a language with stress accent. This last characteristic

will result in the pitch melody of a sentence being almost entirely predictable

from a knowledge of the pitch properties of the words of which it is composed;

hence the similarity of such languages to 'true' tone languages. However,

one thing that differentiates such a system from that of a stereotypical

tone language is the fact that obvious constraints are imposed on the

occurrence of one of the tones. In the case of Zayse, it is the High tone

which is so constrained. One result of this is that in tonal accent

languages there are far fewer lexical contrasts than might be expected.

Indeed the surface melodies that do occur can typically be analysed as

realizations of a very small number of patterns (frequently just one), and

the only lexically determined variability relates to the location of one of

the tones (usually the marked one). It is the restricted nature of the

location of this tone that gives such languages their common ground with

languages having stress, and it is this that points up the desirability of

an accentual analysis.

The foregoing delineation of tonal accent languages fits Zayse very

well providing we restrict our attention to the pitch features of words

uttered in isolation. For example, the surface pitch configurations

found on nouns in isolation are just five, no matter how many syllables l 8

are present in the word. Thus:
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1. Relatively low level pitch throughout:

This configuration is confined to monosyllables, e.g.

s'ooz

barS

shaman (abs.)

younger kinsman (abs.)

2. Relatively high level pitch throughout:

This pitch configuration is confined to monosyllables and disyllables,

e.g.

[ -]

v v
8008

v v.
80081

garma

biina[j]

snake (abs.)

snake (nom.)

Zion (gen.)

mosquito (nom.)

The remaining three surface pitch configurations are confined to polysyllabic

words.

3. Relatively low level followed by higher level pitch:

e.g.

[ -- --]

paNge

kaaraNko

[ -- --- ....]
kaaraNkiri

wing (abs.)

bat (abs.)

bats (nom,J
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4. Relatively high level followed by lower level pitch:

e.g.

[-~l

garma Zion (abs.)

[- ~l

2ook'k'aro

dobesi

fT'og (abs.)

python (nom.)

[-- -l

dobesirutte pythons (cop.)

i.e., (they) aPe pythons

5. Relatively high level pitch flanked by lower level pitch:

e.g.

horook'e

horook'iri

[_ -- - ....... l

horook'ette

[_______ - --.l

kaaraNkotte

[ __ ..... ~l

kaaraNkirutte

[.- ....... -- _l

2isicirutte

hippopotamus (abs.)

hippopotami (nom.)

hippopotamus (cop.)~ i.e., (it) is

a hippopotamus

bat (cop.)~ i.e., (it) is a bat

bats (cop.)~ i.e., (they) aPe bats

fives (cop.)~ i.e., (they) aPe fives

Considering that morphologically complex forms of nouns are very commonly

up to five syllables in length, it will be obvious that for there to be

only these five surface pitch configurations, some strongly restrictive
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principles must be at work. Even a cursory examination of inflected forms

of nouns (cf. the various forms for bat~ lion and hippopotamus cited above)

makes it clear that morphological factors enter into the determination of

the pitch melody found on a word. The same is also true in the case of verb

forms, e.g.

[ --,"- ---]

2erattesen he will know

[ -- ---- -]

2erendi-ba2e

2eri-dokkit

[ ..... --J

2erasen

he will not know

do not know! (pl.)

will he know?

Before considering how this should be analysed, we need to take stock

of a further matter. It was expressly stated above that the phenomena

described are only encountered when the words concerned are uttered in

isolation. When words appear in longer contexts, it becomes clear that the

appearance of any stretch of high level pitch is a once-per-phrase event.

Moreover, such occurrences are very commonly (though not exclusively) limited

to the first word of the phrase. It is thus clear that when words are

uttered in isolation they generally have the surface pitch contour of a one

word phrase. Some examples are:

[-- - - --]

tolko mek'ete

[ -----,... - --]

nam2u tolkir

[ - - --]

ta kana piso

[- --l

a hyaena's bone, cf , mek'ete

two huaenae, cf , tolkir

[ - -] i ., -]

my dog's tiai.l, cf , kana; p i so



yewe 2asi

----- ----]

zigine yewe 2asi

[- - -]

bugi-dokkit

2erendi-ba2e
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a man who came••• , cf , 2asi

man (nom, )

a man who came yesterday•••

do not clear (scrub)! (pl)

he will not know

Earlier it was stated that in a tonal accent language the total pitch

pattern of a sentence could be predicted by taking account of the accentual

properties of the component words of the sentence. However, as we have just

witnessed, Zayse does not meet this expectation. To the extent that strings

longer than words have to be reckoned with, it could be argued that this

language is typologically closer to stress accent languages, where some sorts

of accentual reduction/suppression are characteristically sensitive to

syntactic structure. The analysis proposed here to account for the pitch

patterns of phrases in Zayse is essentially an Autosegmental one and follows

fairly closely that proposed for another Ethiopian language, Qafar, in which

tonal accent again has a phrasal, rather than a word-sized, domain (see Parker

& Hayward,1985: 2l8ff.).

The analysis comprises two sets of operations. The first of these

concerns the classification of morphemes with respect to the presence and

location of the accent. 19 Without entering into the actual details of the

classification (for which see §2.l.l.and §2.6.2.l.), the broadest observation

is that morphemes are either accented or unaccented. With respect to the

location of the accent two positions may need to be distinguished: stem-final

(SF) and pre-stem-final (PSF). (The stem is reckoned to include everything

up to the last (non-inflectional) consonant; i.e., it does not include the
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Terminal Vowel; see §2.l.l.). As the terms employed suggest, this distinc-

tion is only of relevance for lexemes; the majority of grammatical formatives

are single syllable or single segment elements and so do not offer a choice

in this matter. Moreoever, it is not really clear yet whether a SF : PSF

distinction for accentual location is required for verbs (see §2.6.2.l.).

Accentual presence and location is lexical and, in accordance with the custo-

mary practice in Autosegmental Phonology, is marked with an asterisk (cf.

Goldsmith, 1976).

The second set of operations in the analysis concerns the tonal melody.

For Zayse, it is generally only necessary to recognise one element, namely a

High tone (H), which is assigned (post-lexically) on a basis of one per

phonological phrase. In the present analysis all other (lower pitched) tones

are assigned by a default rule which applies after the association of the

20phrasal H. The rules associating the phrasal H with the segmental phonic

material are as follows:

i. The H tone is associated with the first (leftmost) accented

syllable in the phonological phrase, except if there is a

sequence of two accented syllables in the same word. In this

case, H becomes associated with both, i.e., it spreads to the

second accented syllable.

ii. If a phonological phrase contains no accented morphemes, H is

associated with the final post-thematic syllable of the first

(leftmost) word havin~ any syllable(s) at this position of

structure.

At some later point, lower pitch is assigned to all other syllables, even if

they are underlyingly accented. These rules may be formalized as follows:

i.
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ii.

(In these representations, "[q, lq,", "[8 le", and ,,[ 1" indicate thew w

boundaries of phonological phrases, stems, and phonological words respect-

ively; "a" symbolizes a syllable.)

The following phrases exemplify the analysis. Some of the examples presented

here were considered previously for the purpose of illustrating their sur-

face pitch features.

unexpanded phrases:

SF accent:

unaccented:

H

I
[q, ~ [ e * ]8 e ]w ] <Phorook'

hippopotamus (abe , )

H

I
[q, [ w [8 * 18

* lq,horook' ir - i 1w
pl. nom.

hippopotami (nom. )

H
I~-' ' ... -. ...

[q, [ w [8
v* '¥' 1..... ""*

lw ]q,8008 8 i

nom.

snake (nom.)

H

[q, [w [8 kaaraNk ]8
I

] w ] q,0

bat (abs.)

H

I
[q, [w [8 hamm ]8 a - it ]w ]q,

imp. pl.

go! (pl.) (-+ hammj a j ] t; see §l.6.2.)
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expanded phrases:

SF accent in first word

H

r
[ . ~] 1 [8 zlgln 8 e w w

yesterday

the man (nom.) who came yesterday

he came man nom.

H
l" ' ...

[<1> [w [8
* ' ......*

]w [w [8 dokk ] 8 ]w ] <pbug ]8 i it

clear scrub neg. pl.

Do not clear scrub! (pl.)

leg of a hippopotamus (abs.)

First word unaccented (with post-thematic syllable(s)):

he came

(the) people who came

[e2a~ ]e ir - i ]w ]¢

man pl. nom.

First word unaccented (without post-thematic syllable(s)):

shaman + gen. garment

a shaman's clothing / garment (abs.)

Unaccented words (only second word has a post-thematic syllable):
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[<I>

shaman + gen.

a shaman's power (abs.)

power

Especially illuminating are phrases in which no word is accented and where

21no word has a post-thematic syllable. In such cases H cannot be associ-

ated and so receives no phonetic realisation, with the result that the phrase

has uniform low pitch. e.g.

H

shaman + gen.

a shaman's house (abs.)

house

Further exemplification and discussion of the details of tonal accent

appears in subsequent sections. For the present, just three matters call

for some consideration.

The first matter concerns the term "phonological phrase". At the

risk of presenting a circular argument, the phonological phrase in Zayse has

to be defined as the domain of one High tone. To a certain degree, phonolo-

gical phrases coincide with phrases as defined by the syntax, so to this ex-

tent, they are independently motivated. This is true in the case of all

non-embedded NP's and P(ostpositional)P's. Embedded phrases and phrases

contained in embedded clauses seem to behave just like any other constituent

of the matrix phrase with respect to the association of the H tone; and this

behaviour confirms the impression that the H tone association operates in a

domain delimited by a relatively superficial (phonological) bracketing. It

is in the VP that the matter becomes complicated and seems positively to

require recognition of a distinct "phonological phrase" entity. As regards

the occurrence of H, a VP that consists of a verb and its complement is
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capable of behaving in two ways. In one case, we find that the verb and its

complement phrase each has a H associated with it, i.e., each behaves as an

independent unit for purposes of tone, and in the other case we find just one

occurrence of H for the entire VP. It is suggested that this duality of

tonal phrasing correlates with focus (cf. §3.2.). When some NP or PP is

focussed (and it may well be a complement of the verb), the following verb

is treated as a single unit with it in the assignment of phrasal H tones, but

when this is not the case (i.e., in instances of neutral focus), each constit-

uent is independently assigned a H tone. The behaviour of the copula is

instructive here. Intuitively, it seems plausible to suggest that the com­

plement of the copula in equative sentences is always focussed. 22 One result

of this is that the copula has become enclitic (cf. §2.5.).

The third matter that needs to be mentioned concerns intonation.

Earlier in this section, the point was made that in the stereotypical tonal

accent language, the pitch configuration of a sentence would be the sum of

the pitch configurations of the words composing it. In such a language,

there would be an absence of sentence (intonation) melodies of the kind

typically found in languages exhibiting stress accent. 23 As the subsequent

account has shown, Zayse does not conform entirely to the stereotype. More-

over, it deviates still further from the type in displaying some pitch feat-

ures that cannot be explained within the descriptive apparatus outlined above.

These anomalies appear in certain interrogative, negative, and jussive'verb

forms, and are discussed in §2.6.2.1. In view of the fact that such anoma-

lous verb forms occur sentence-finally, it seems reasonable to suggest that

the pitch behaviour found in them represents the emergence of sentence-final

d e f 24proso 1C eatures.

Finally, it is necessary to make clear the conventions employed in

this study for the representation of accent and tone. Except in those cases

where it is of descriptive relevance to distinguish accent (indicated by an
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asterisk) from the phrasal H tone, only the latter will be represented, and

this will be indicated by means of an acute accent located on the (first)

vowel letter of the syllable.

§1.8. COMPARISON WITH THE EARLIER ACCOUNT OF ZAYSE PHONOLOGY:

There are certain matters in which the foregoing account of the

phonology differs from Cerulli, 1938b. The inventory of consonants listed in

the 1938 work is claimed only to be phonetic, so that the inclusion of f

and fh (= [~] ?) as well as p there (which are all treated as contextual

variants here) is perfectly in order. Moreover, the fact that that work

does not note the existence of b' or ~ is not surprising, for both these

sounds are rare - ~ especially so. It is surprising, however, that the pho-

netic difference I"'h] [t~' 1 itemsbetween [ts and was not noted. There are many

transcribed with a digraph ts, and since this is said to correspond to t'

(as found in a language such as, presumably, Wolaitta) (Cerulli, 1938b~ 17~),

it may be inferred that Cerulli used it to represent the ejective affricate.

However, in non-initial positions, it is phonologically necessary to differ-

entiate this from the plain affricate, i.e.,~. Perhaps the most serious

discrepancy between the earlier work and the present one concerns vowel

length. Virtually the only cases where Cerulli indicates long vowels is in

word-final position, where he marks nearly every vowel as long. It will be

recalled (see §1.4.) that this is precisely the position where long vowels

occur only rarely.

§2. NOTES ON THE GRAMMAR - FORMS:

§2.l. NOUNS:

§2.l.l. THE ABSOLUTIVE FORM AND ITS PROPERTIES:

The citation form of a singular noun, i.e., the form which is uttered

in isolation, is identical to the form which occurs in direct object function.

It is the entirely unmarked form, and will be referred to as the absolutive

form. If we were to disregard accentual variation and concentrate only upon
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segmental composition, it would be true to say that this the form which

occurs in every syntactic function except that of subject. Moreoever, the

range of tonal behaviour of any noun is entirely predictable once we know

the accentual pattern of the abso1utive form.

From the point of view of their phonological structure in the abso­

1utive, there are two types of noun, namely, vowel-final and consonant-final

types. The Terminal Vowel (abbreviated to TV hereafter) of the first type

may only be e, a or o. Since in certain morphologically complex forms suf­

fixes replace the TV, the latter are best regarded as some sort of appendage

to, rather than part of, the root. However, the quality of the TV, i.e.,

whether it is e, a or 0, is not predictable, so that it has obviously to be

included in the lexical entry. The great majority of nouns belong to this

first type, which is exemplified in the following.

l~g-e friend buur-a influenza

k~bb-e work biis-a after-birth

k'ulp-e blistera gorponn-~ lungs

gum~r-e fist s'ibbin-~ type of bread

sum-e mushroom ?~el-o pond

maay-e liver blss-o woman

?ummas-~ head-rest mus ' ur-6 heart

bam?-~ dumplings k'ob'or-6 cactus

saabb-a young man kays-6 thief

laak'k'-~ kid saat-6 baby

sas-a tendon sin-6 forehead

mas'as'-a eiaeet: potato c'iras-6 oxpecker

In the majority of cases, consonant-final nouns end in a sibilant,

though other consonants are also found finally - p, t, m, n, r, for example.

Simply to enter the bare citation form of a consonant-final noun would not

be adequate for lexical purposes, for with some nouns the addition of one or
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other of the suffixes in morphologically complex forms would reveal that what

seemed to be a short final consonant was actually a long one. In explanation

of this, it has been assumed that the language has a phonological rule which

causes degemination of final geminate consonants (§1.6.3.). The single /

geminate status of a final consonant cannot, therefore, be decided from the

actual citation form. Elicitation of suffixed forms, such as the plural or

the nominative, however, shows the underlying status of the final consonant,

e.g.
absolutive nominative

?i [s] ?i[s:]i newly-wed

d60[ Ghl ~h
neighbourd60[t:s ]f

c' u [tfhl v [,-. h] salivac'u t:I 1

2izu[ph] ?izu[p:h]1 six

d6be [ s] dobe j sj I python

" h] I""h
milkm~a[ts maa [t s ] f

?isf[ijh] ?iS1 [ij'h] r five

The following are further examples of consonant-final nouns:

g~?as warthog goopp6s chameleon

das diarrhoea ?as man" person

meeNS barren animal 8'00Z shaman

'lace teeth g60zis drunkard

In the matter of the location of accent, nouns fall into three types.

Accent may be: stem-final (SF), i.e., associated with the last syllable of

the stem; pre-stern-final (PSF), i.e., associated with some syllable preceding

the last stem syllable; unaccented (U). The accentual type of a noun may be

determined by direct inspection of the absolutive form. Consideration of the

following illustrative examples makes it clear that this threefold accentual

classification does not correlate in any way with the threefold distinction

observed in TV's; both are independent lexically determined properties of

nouns. e.g.
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?60k' k' ar-o frog

y1s-e copulation

k' as1n-e elbow

211pp-a small hill,

bi~'~l-a bridle

z1r-o dawn

b6?iNt-e knee

L~mad'-e people of

part of compound for

keeping animals

honey

God

proud person

wound

bladder

woman

small type of deer

(klipspringer ?)

p~lle~' -0

s!d-a

b~z-o

?a11~k'-0

htirgu~~

k'l1ppaNS-a

Iamadta village m~acin-a

testiclesk'610~'-0

SF:

pll1uNS grey hair

U: pad' d'-~ roof ~'eer~ goats (co l Leotrioely )

k'a1a1-~ type of gruel za11-ti wall

?ap-a. sky ?ahuss-ti story, anecdote

2ad-6 salt-lick soo11-6 type of bread (i. e.,

wodor-6 rope t;njara)

This classification also proves to be relevant for consonant-final

nouns. Elsewhere, I have argued that the consonant-final nouns of Zayse

originally had a Terminal Vowel *-i (Hayward, 1987), and the account of

accent and tone given in §1.7. provides an explanation for why it is that the

only "low-toned" nouns of the language are consonant-final. Under the view

that such nouns are unaccented and that phrasal H tone can only associate

with a post-thematic syllable in such nouns, we explain not only the anomaly

of their having uniform low pitch but also the fact that when any suffix is

added, the resulting pitch patterns become identical to those of vowel-final

unaccented nouns. In addition to consonant-final nouns which are unaccented

(the abso1utive forms of which are low-tones), consonant-final nouns with SF

and PSF accent also occur, e.g.
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suNS name 8608 snake

?osfcc right hand m~a~ milk

d6bes python g~was greedy person

mfccuc roasted meat bf8a? girl

c'ucc saliva barS younger kinsman

na2 boy k'aza~ beggar

§2.l.l.l. SOME DERIVED NOUNS:

Various sets of nominal derivatives based on ethnic designations have

been noted, viz.

gardul Gidole (D'irayta) people

gardul~~ Gidole man

garduIa~'6 Gidole woman

gardul~ Gidole territory

garduIt~ Gidole language

zargt1I Zargula people

zargul~~ Zargula man

zarguIa~'6 Zargula woman

zargul~ Zargula territory

zarguIt~ Zargula language

wol~y~ Wolaitta people

wol~y~a~ Wolaitta man

wol~y~a~'o Wolaitta woman

wolay~~ Wolaitta territory

wolay~it~ Wolaitta language

me Id Genru people

mel~~ Gemu man

me La s ' 6 Gemu woman

Ire Ie Genru territory

100 Ie te Gemu language



g6bbo

246

people living on the far side of Lake Chamm0 26

g6bbas Gobbo man

g6bbas'0 Gobbo woman

g6bboso Gobbo territory

gobbe te Gobbo language

?amar~ Amhara people

?am~ras Amhara man

?am~ras'o Amhara woman

?amarte Amharic

It seems likely that the names of the "nine villages" of Zayse are

also derived from clan names of the traditional inhabitants, viz.

name of inhabitants

k a ybanne

l~mad'e

duur

kawle

mahelle

mon6k' e

dambille

z60sSe

zuz / zuz~ ge ra

name of village

kaybanna

l~mad'a

duur~

kawlee

mahe ll~

monok'~

damb i LLeso

z60sSe so

zuzz~so

§2.1.2. NOUN PLURALS:

For all but one small set of nouns the plural is formed simply by

suffixation of -ire With consonant-final nouns this suffix is attached

direct, but with vowel-final nouns it replaces the TV. -ir is an unaccented

formative, so that it will be associated with the phrasal H tone only in the

event of its being the final post-thematic syllable in the first word of a

phonological phrase. e.g.



247

singular plural

waaNSa waaNSlr cup/s

?~rSa ?~rSir bed/s

kuNke kuNkir nose/s

?~ape ?aapir eye/s

tolk6 tolkir hyaena/s

?60k'k'aro ?60k'k'arir fPog/s

8608 8608ir snake/s

Zerbas ?erba~ir liap/s

karS karSir black one/s

One other plural formative has been noted: -aa~', but as far as nouns

are concerned, this is restricted to terms denoting nuclear kin. 27 When this

suffix comes word-finally (i.e., when no suffix follows it) the sibilant

undergoes deglottalization (see §1.6.4.); the glottalized segment emerges

in tact, however, in longer forms with suffixes. -aa~' has been recorded in

the following:

singular plural

?add~ ?addaa[t~] fathep/s

?iNdo ?fNdaa[ ts] mothep/s

?apa ?~paa[G] gpandmothep/s

?~Ngo 28 ?~Ngaa[ ts] eldep kinswoman/-en

bar6 28 baraa [ t'"1] youngep kinswoman/-en

?aNgus~ ?aNgussaa[ f's] eldep kinsman/-en

barS ba.r-Saa ] f's] youngep kinsman/-en

As in the case of -ir, H tone appears on the plural marker -aas' only when

the noun is unaccented (observe especially the forms of barS in the preced­

ing examples. In addition to its occurrence in the plural forms of these

nouns, the same plural suffix also occurs in the plural forms of the deictic

pronouns (cf. §2.4.2.). The rarity of its occurrence suggests that this
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fo rmat Ive d h · i d h db··d 29ormat1ve 1S an arc a1sm - an 1 ea t at supporte y comparat1ve eV1 ence.

§2.1.3. GENDER:

For the purposes of agreement, nouns fall into two categories. The

smaller of the two classes consists only of nouns denoting animate males,

and may, for that reason, be regarded as a "masculine gender". It is quite

clearly the marked category. The default case for agreement includes nouns

denoting female animates, and although it is not really appropriate to des-

cribe this as "feminine gender", for ease of reference, that term will be

30employed. The categorization has no overt expression in the noun itself,

but may emerge in the verb, where the selection of subject marking elements

in certain verb forms has to agree with the gender of the NP head. This

gender agreement may also emerge in the NP, where selection of the appropri-

ate form of the referential determiner or definite article (cf. §2.4.2.1.)

has to agree with the gender of the head. In the examples which follow,

gender distinguishing elements are underscored; e = masculine, i = feminine.

2aS1 ge latt~sin

a man entered

a woman entered

the water cleared

Z~-har~[j] ?ad6tte

the donkey is big

?i-kee ~f 2ad6tte

the house is big

Zayse has nothing corresponding to the surface pleonastic it of English, but,

as can be seen in the following examples, the predicates of sentences the

English counterparts of which would appear with the pleonastic element have
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the default (feminine) gender agreement, e.g.

tana gumursatt!sin

I was pleased lit. (It) pleased me

t~aro 16?ottis biSe

me-to good-aop.-fem. seemed

It seemed good to me lit. to me it is good that it seemed

ke t a t t t sd n

It dawned

m60zattisin

It got aold (of the weather)

zillattisin

It beaame verdant (e.g., of the aountryside)

§2.l.4. CASE:

Noun heads generally stand final in their phrases, so that markers

distinguishing syntactic functions of the NP generally appear on the heads

(see, however, §3.2.). Before considering the marking of certain important

functions such as that of subject (nominative) and possessor (genitive),

attention is directed to some examples of NP's in object and nominal predic-

ate functions, where the head appears in the absolutive forms (cf. §2.l.l.).

garma de mat te t Ln

I saw a lion

s!da ?eett~ttunin

af. garma lion

we (exa, ) brought honey of', sfda honey

2usini mod6 w6rg~a baZe

they do not want beer

k ' aste nnatte s

bow-instr.-aop.-3ms

cf', mod6 beer, ale-gruel

kap6 gwiidin

bird hit

It's with a bow that he hit the bird
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this is a fly

'liS1 meeNSutte

of', wuz.z f Ns" e fly

she is a barren cow cf, meeNS bare-en cow

ha[j] maNdarattesin

this was a village cf. maNdara village

For a discussion of the behaviour of the copular verb, which appears in the

last three examples, see §2.5.

§2.1.4.1. NOMINATIVE:

The final word in a NP functioning as subject is marked as nominative.

This final word is usually the head noun itself. Nominative marking for noun

nouns of all types involves addition of what is underlyingly an
~

-1. While

this is superficially apparent in the case of consonant-final nouns, with

*vowel-final nouns, the -i attaches directly to the TV and undergoes gliding

(cf. §1.6.2.). e.g.

absolutive nominative grain

babe bahe Lil grain

?iN~' fre ?iN~'rre[j] tongue

kan~ kana[j] dog

g~rma g~rm~[j] lion

m6ogo m6og6[j] burial

oob' b' 0 feb' b' 6[j] crocodile

?l1u~ ?l1u~f ~nsat

c'firuNS c'firuNSi tick

Only by postulating that the nominative marker is accented can we

explain its tonal behaviour (cf. in particular, the phrasal H association

rule i. in §1.7.). Thus:



underlying form

Glidin~

H tone association

surface form

U noun

kana + t

*kanaj

H

I
*kanaj

kan~[j]
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SF noun

S:b'b'o + t

.... *seb'b'oj

H
(...... -......

..,* ...~
seb'b'oj

seb'b'6[j]

PSF noun

.., * *c'iiruNS + i

c'iiruNSi

Regular plural nouns (in -ir) usually take the nominative marker direct,

*but they may optionally replace -ir by -i, e i g ,

absolutive plural nominative plural

garmir garmiri / garmi lions

tolkfr tolkirf / tolkf hyaenas

s60sir 860siri / S6081 snakes

Nominatives of plurals in -aas' behave with perfect regularity too, though,

unlike -ir, the plural formative has not been observed to drop when the

nominative suffix is added, e.g.

absolutive plural

?fNdaa[ {Sl

'2addaa [ t'"S1

§2.l.4.2. GENITIVE:

nominative plural

?fNdaas'i

?addaas'1

mothers

fathers

As is the case with other modifying elements in the NP, a genitive

precedes its head. Although there is no segmental marker of the construction,

a tonal change occurs in one type of noun when it is is the genitive; specif-

ically, it is observed that H tone appears on the final post-radical syllable

of a noun in the genitive when that noun has SF accent. e.g.

zikk61a paNge

(an) eagle's wing ci', zikk61a eagle p a.Nge wing
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tt1k~ kure

ankle cj', t.tike leg kure wrist

Such a change would be accounted for quite straightforwardly by the rules of

H association and spreading, if we were to postulate a.rule assigning an

accent (the "associative accent") to the last post-radical syllable of a noun

in the genitive. Although this Associative Accent rule would apply to all

nouns, the rules governing phrasal H tone association would ensure that an

overt tonal difference would be observed only in nouns with SF accent.

Examination of genitive constructions containing the three types of noun and

of the derivations that follow will make this clear.

U noun: kana p I so a dog's tail

SF noun: s'ega p i so a she-goat's tail

PSF noun: pelle s' 0 p I so a klipspringer's tail

U noun SF noun PSF noun

* * p I sounderlying form kana p I so s'ega pi~o pelle S' 0

* * * * * p I soAssociative Accent kana p i so s'ega p i so pelle S' 0

rule H H Ir f\* * * p I soH tone association kana p i so s'ega p i so pelle S' 0

Exactly the same explanation can account for double genitives such as the

following:

?uzze s'ega tuke

(aJ heifer she-goat's leg

viz.

cf. Zuzze heifer

underlying form

Associative Accent rule

H tone association

* *'Zuzze s'ega tuke

* * * *?uzze s'ega tuke

H

I
* * * *?uzrze s'ega tuke
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Especially interesting are cases where the genitive noun is unaccented and

is consonant-final. In the absence of any post-radical suffix, the Associa­

tive Accent rule cannot apply, with the consequence that the phrasal H tone

can only associate with the following word. e.g.

kaat gl.l'la

middle finger of', kaat king; gf1?a finger

but ?ad'6gi1?a
31

thumb

k' aza s ?ap1.11a

(a) beggar's clothes of', k' aza s beggar; ?ap1.11a clothes

but k'azasfr ?api11a

beggars' clothes

The corpus contains a number of noun + noun items the meanings of

which are not always strictly compositional, so that it might be appropriate

to call them compounds. With only one set of apparent exceptions (see below),

the tonal patterns on these items is entirely accounted for under the analysis

Some examples are:

kap6 ?i siNke

m~s kaat

murk'~ baNga

c'~an~ ?00110

c'acce miNs'a

gut~ pee sti

?umm~ sorge

kuNke wu1a

mus ' ur6 ku11e

c'eem6 kassa

down-feather, of', kap6 bird; ?is!Nke hair

queen bee, of', m~s bee; kaat king

wheat, of', murk' a uncovered; ba.Nga barley

pack-horse, cf. C' aana load; 100116 horse

pestle, cf. C' acce pounding; miNs' ~ wood

day after tomorrow, cf. gtl t a tomorrow32

brain, cf. ?umm~ head; s6rge bone marrow

nostril, cf. kuNke nose; wuLa hole

solar plexus, cf', mus ' tl ro heart; ku11e small

type of calabash

supper, cf. c' eem6 night; k~ssa food
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'lira kaat
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palm (of hand), cf. kl1ce arm.hand; gaw6

rain-maker, cf. ?ira rain kaat k.inq, chief

Zayse bagade Lake Chanmo, of', zayse Zayse bagade lake

The exceptions referred to above belong to a set of derived nouns

already considered in §2.1.1.1. It is clear that the last syllable in items

such as gardu La s Gidole man, z ar-gu La s Zarqu'la man, and melas Gemu

man has to be identified as the noun 2as man~ person. Since this is an un-

accented noun and has no post-stern-final syllables, our rules would not pre-

dict the fact that it bears the H tone. The explanation proposed here is

that in these items -as has the status of a derivational (stem-forming)

suffix. (This was assumed in the presentation in §2.1.1.1.) Thus, items

such as g ar-duLa s etc. are regarded as (synchronically) single-stem items

*happening to have stem-final accent, viz. gardulas, etc. This analysis

would have the added advantage that we would not have to accord -as a diff-

erent status from -as'o in the female-denoting counterparts of such nouns,

for since free-standing occurrences of the latter have not been observed, this

item could only be analysed as a derivational suffix. The same line of argu-

ment leads to the analysis of ?amaras Amhara man; gobbas Gobbo man, and

wo l.avsa s Wolaitta man as (single) nouns with pre-stern-final accent. (Note

also gawa s greedy pet-eon, of', gaw6 belly; woo t a s farmer~ cf. woo t a

cultivation; ?6las uam-io», cf', ?6la enemy; g60zas drunkard / one who

presses one to drink too much (i.e.~ causes one to get drunk) - all of which

are analysed as having pre-stern-final accent , ) Derived nouns such harga s

invalid (o]', bar-ge sickness) and k' aza s beggar (c]', k' az-(A)- beg)

provide examples of the third accentual type, i.e., the unaccented type.

It seems generally to be the case that in nominal derivation of the

sort just considered the TV of the first element drops. In forms such as

the following, it is suggested that the contracted variants (where the TV

has dropped) may also represent single nouns, i.e., they are no longer
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genitival constructions or compound nouns.

2ade hare / ?adhare male donkey, cf. ?ade man; hare donkey

?fNda 100110 / ?tNdoollo mare, ej', ?fNda woman; ?00116

horse

Certain spatial concepts are expressed by means of a genitive constr-

uction the head of which is a locative, e.g.

?6ta galla

26ta ?oommo

?6ta laNk'e 33

?6ta ?apanna

?6ta lapaa

boce guttaapa

on (the) pot, cf', 16ta pot; galla body

under (the) pot, of', ?00mm6 underpart

around (the) pot

over (the) pot (= ?apa + -unna with / by means

of (the) sky, cf', ?apa sky)

* *beside (the) pot (= lapa + -aa to side of pot

from (the) mountain top (= gutte + -aapa from

(the) top, cf', gu t td top)

The last three examples also involve certain of the case markers to be dis-

cussed in the next section.

§Z.1.4.3. CASE-LIKE SUFFIXES, POSTPOSITIONS, ETC.:

In addition to certain postpositional elements which function in a

very case-like way, there are other types of elements concerned in the ex-

pression of spatial relationships, and these will also be described in this

section.

1. Postpositions:

The corpus contains examples of five suffixes that one can safely

call postpositions: -ro, -8, -nna, -pa, and -ga. The status of a fur-

ther suffix, -aa, will be considered later.

Both -ro and -8 signal a dative / benefactive function. The two

suffixes appear to be in complementary distribution. In my field-notes, the

former occurs only with personal pronouns, while the latter occurs in every

other case. The distribution shows up well in the following pair of examples.



kanas ?ac6

dog-to meat
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?iNgatte sin

he-gave

He gave meat to a dog

taaro mii8Ee ?iNgattesin

-me-to money he-gave

He gave money to me

Further examples of the ~se of -ro, and discussion relating to it

are provided in §2.4.1.; see also Cerulli, 1938b.

*If we analyse -s as pre-accented (i.e., as -s), the tonal behaviour

of the phrases headed by this element in examples such as the following fit

well within the account given in §1.7.

maat a hares ?iNgattesin

he gave gpass to a donkey cf. hare donkey

waa~~ ?6rg~s ?iNgattesin

he gave toater to a goat of', ?orge goat

pir6 ?60k'k'aros ?iNgattesin

he gave a buttepfly to a fpog cf', ?60k' k' aro fpog

maa~ S608US ?iNgattesin

he gave milk to a snake cf. 8608 snake

As the last example shows, epenthetic U occurs after consonant-final nouns.

Providing the spreading (cf. §1.7.) of phrasal H is restricted to an

· h h f i f h·· f i 134enV1ronment were t e 1rst 0 t e two cont1guous accents 1S stem- 1na ,

we can also account for the following.

ha waaNSai

this cup-nom.

maa sti su t te

milk-fop-cop.

(**maasusutte)

this cup is fop milk * *(/maa~ + -s + -tte/)

It is noted that -s also appears (redundantly?) with the content

question ?aala why?, e.g.
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Zaalasun yee dde

whY?-fora-2s praon. came

Why did you come?

Cognates for both -ro and -s appear elsewhere in Omotic; see Chapter

11 (C.) in this volume.

-nna marks PP's with an instrumental function. (Cognates for this

element abound in Omotic; see Chapter 11 (F.).) e.g.

zest

he

kap6 k' astenna

birad bow-and-araraow-with

gwiidi

hit

It was with a boio-and-axrroio that he hit the bird

stiu stinna t te s tisin

blood-with-eop.-3ms praon. painted

It was with blood that he painted (it)

'le sa

him

kal16nnattet gwiidin

stick-with-cop.-!s praon. hit

It was with a stick that I hit him

sdg~nnatten ?£sa ?a~'in

raope-with-cop.-2s praon. hera tied

It was with a raope that you tied hera

As with -s, the tonal behaviour of phrases headed by this postposition

are accounted for if we regard it as pre-accented.

One important use of -nna is witnessed in reflexive constructions;

see § 2.4.1.

Ablative notions are expressed by means of the postposition -pa,which

again, is best regarded as pre-accented. e.g.

'lanapan yeedde

wherae?-fraom-2s praon. came

Wherae did you come fraom?
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?ogef Kaybannapa Gid601ette ?ellide

road-nom. Kaybanna-from Gidoole-cop. runs

It is from Kaybanna to Gidoole that (the) road runs

?e -?as1 maNdaragapatte yeen

the~an-nom. village-loc.-from-cop. c~e

It is from in (the) village that the man came

As Zaborski (Ch.ll (H)) observes, cognates of Zayse -pa seem to be

confined to Ometo.

It is difficult to attach any precise meaning to the fifth postposit-

ion, -ga. From the examples available, it is safe to state that it is used

to signify interior location, e.g.

Zi-miisSel.

the~oney-nom.

saas'inegatteen

box-loc.-cop.-exists

It is in a box that the money is

waase 1 ?6t~gatteen

water-nom. pot-loc.-cop.-exists

It's in a pot that the water is

k' aare 1 mi.Ns ' ~ga ke si

monkey-nom. tree-loc. climbed

A monkey climbed in a tree

But in such cases as the following, only general location (cf. English at)

without a specifically "interior" interpretation seems to be required.

?ooddol bocega kesi

A baboon climbed a mountain

boce guuttegapattun wud'd'in

mountain top-loc.-from-cop.-7p.inc. pron descended

It is from the top of the mountain that we (inc.) descended

As with the other postpositions, epenthesis of U occurs when -ga is

suffixed to a consonant-final noun. But in the event that a noun stem ends
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in S, an alternative process may occur in which g undergoes devoicing and,

concomitantly, its accent is deleted, viz.

?e-?asl ke e stlga t te gelin

and ?e-?as1 kee sk a t te gelin

It was into the house the man entered ci'. kee shouse

There is some evidence that this process can operate even if the noun has a

TV lexically, e.g.

?6ok'k'aroi waassega (/ waaska) d'oll! wud'd'i

frog-nom. water-loc. jumped descended

A frog went jumping down into the water

2. -aa - a further postposition?

There is a suffix -aa found attached to various nouns and which app-

ears often to have a directional sense. Affixation of this element involves

dropping any TV the noun may have. e.g.

ta[j]sapaa hamaaten

I am going to (the) river cf', sape

also sapaattet hamaan

It is to the river that I'm going

11S1 c'azaa ha[ij]gi

She went to (the) spring

There are sentences, however, where it is hard to maintain that there is any

directional sense, e.g.

?i-busu?a[j] woraapattiis Kesin

the animal-nom. forest-aa-from-cop.-3fs prone went out

It is from the forest that the animal went out

boce guttaapattun wud'd'in

mountain-gen. top-aa-from-cop.-ip.inc prone descended

It is from the top of the mountain that we descended



260

For these sentences, alternatives with -ga (i.e., with w6ragapattiis and

guttegapattun) were fully acceptable, and my informant claimed that the

meanings were identical.

The main problem with -aa, however, consists in accounting for the

tonal patterns of the phrases in which it occurs. If it were accented, we

might have expected nouns with stem-final accent to show H spreading (cf. §l.

7.); but this does not happen, viz.

wora + aa ~ woraa (**w6r~a)

c'azo + aa ~ c'azaa (**c'azaa)

We might, of course, feel that it was necessary to postulate special proper­

ties for this suffix, which would enable it to attract accent off some pre­

ceding syllable, but this ad hoc move would weaken out otherwise fairly uni­

fied account. Moreover, I do not think this is necessary. Instead, I suggest

that forms such as sapaa, c' azaa, woraa , etc. be analysed not as noun +

postposition or noun + case marker, but as a special class of locative noun

which is derived from a common noun by replacement of the TV by a formative

-aa. Thus, the gloss for sapaa might be something like 'place iahere there

is a raivera' or perhaps 'The Rivera'. We have already observed that the acc­

entual properties of other types of derived nominals may be quite distinct

from their more basic counterparts (cf. §2.l.l.l.). Support for this analy­

sis comes in the form of a set of items that turned up in the vocabulary

collection, viz.

boc4a

wt112aa

giddaa

gawaa

d'attaa

highlands (Amhar-ic dfiga)" cf. boce mountain

lowlands (Amhar-ic k' o l La ', cf. wtiI '?a plain

midst" cf. gidd6 middle

interaiora" cf. gaw6 belly

posteraiora" behind" cf. d' atte back

(Note also the following, for which more basic nominal counterparts are not

attested in the corpus: k6paa behind" poeter-io»; biraafraont; giNdaa
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ahead.) Further consideration is given to -aa in §3.2., where it is sugges­

ted that derivative forms containing this suffix are to be found in the base

of focussed verb forms in the imperfect. It is to be hoped that future work

on Zayse will shed further light on this formative.

3. Locative nouns:

There seem to be two types of locative noun in my material. There are

"primary" locative nouns, which are self-standing items denoting special loc­

ations. The clearest cases here are kara and za~a, both of which refer to

the area or space inside a house and zaane , which refers to space outside

a house. (The English adverbia1s indoors and outdoors come close to these

in meaning.) e.g.

kar~

man-nom. indoors

ye satte

exist-cop.

There is a man in the house

kar-at te te n

indoors-cop.-ls prone exist

It is indoors that I am

If the analysis presented in 2. above of -aa as a locative noun form­

ative is correct, then we might assume a much larger membership for the class

of "primary" locative nouns.

What are here termed "secondary" locative nouns are found as the heads

of genitive constructions, and in such constructions acquire a locative mean­

ing, though at least some of them may have independent meaning and existence

(cf. also §2.1.4.2.). e.g.

'l6t~ galla on a pot, cf· galla body

26t~ gutte on a pot, cf· gutte top, peak

?6ta ?oommo under a pot, cf. 2oomm6 underpart

26ta laNk'e around a pot, cf', laNk'~ periphery

26t~ lapa beside a pot, cf· lapa side
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above a pot

Further examples of these are as follows:

k' aare i mi.Ns ' a galla ke si

A monkey climbed on (the) tree

kapoi miNs'a ?apanna parad'd'i

A bird flew above (the) tree

§2.2. ADJECTIVES:

Adjectives are like nouns in terms of their structure, i.e., they are

either consonant-final or they take one of the three (lexically specified)

TV's, 0, a, or e. Some typical adjectives are the following.

lfkko soft binna warm

m6d'd'0 fat buure scrappy., untidy

l6?0 good ?elle fast

~'iig6 strong., hard c'{nne near

zaNbala tal.l , long ?eere s small

hata short geess clean., clear

zilla green., verdant b60~ white

heera hot karS black

Again as with nouns, adjectives may be unaccented or accented; if they are of

the latter type, accent may occur stem-finally or pre-stern-finally. In add­

ition to the preceding examples, see also:

U:

SF:

PSF:

haak6

hage LLo

heNpelo

far lag6 manu, much

new t6ya cold (of etihq)

light (in weight) ~'fik'k' as few., a little

In addition to the predicative and attributive functions typical of

adjectives in general, as illustrated by the following,

?e -'las! zo?6tte

The man is red cj', zo?6 red
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?i -kee sf ?ad' 6tte

The house is big cf. ?ad'6 big

m6d' d' 6 goho

a fat ram

me1a mi.Ns ' a

dry wood

karS ?00116

a black horse

Zayse adjectives seem commonly to assume a head function in NP's, e.g.

karSf hay?i

A black (one) died

nE'la [j] ba'le

There isn't a dry (one)

m6d'd'ir ?aYk6ttetin

I seized fat (ones)

As the first two examples show, adjectives assume the nominative marking when

they are final in their phrases.

As a modifying (antributive) element in a NP, the adjective precedes

the head, and, accordingly, receives the Associative accent (§2.l.4.2.); see

the examples above.

There is an apparently transparent relationship between most adject­

ives and their inchoative verb counterparts, e.g.

adjective verb

c'eNSa dark c'eNS-A- become dark

geess clean geez-O- become clean

kfta dirty (of person) kit-A- become dirty

?iita bad., ugly ?:fit-O- become bad / ugly

s'iig6 strong., hard s'fig-A- become strong / hard
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deep

dirty (of water)

cold (of sthg)

s'fll-A-

?ulk'-A-

toy-A-

become deep

become dirty

become cold

(The conventions for representing verb stems are explained in §2.6.1.)

Nevertheless, the formation is, in fact, subject to various factors ref1ect-

ing lexical idiosyncracy. From a segmental point of view, the derivation

seems to involve dropping the TV and selecting one or other of the two post-

thematic vowels (represented here by convention as 0 or A). But, as the

examples show, there seems to be no regular correlation between TV and post-

thematic vowel (though see the hypothesis advanced towards the end of §3.2.)

Then, from the standpoint of accent and tone, there is again no obvious

correlation; thus, an adjective may have SF accent, while the stem of its

verb counterpart is unaccented (cf. §2.6.2.1.), and vice versa.

§2.3. NUMERALS:

The lower numerals, 1-4, have modifying forms which are distinct from

h f d · · 35 ·t e orms use 1n count1ng ,V1Z.

Table 3 counting form modifying form

1 bizZQ bizZ1

2 nam? nam?i / nam?u 36

3 hays haysl. / haysu

4 ?oydd ?oyddl. / ?oyddu

5 ?isfc ?isfc

6 ?izup 'lizup

? l~ap l~ao

8 lakkuce lakkl1c~

9 ~'iNgo s'l.Ng6

10 t~mm t~mm

100 ~'~et ~'eet

The forms ?oydd and t amm are, of course, subject to word-final degemination
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37(see §1.6.3.) •

Multiples of 10 and 100 are formed with t amm and s'eet respective-

ly, which are preceded by the modifying form of the relevant numeral, e.g.

20

40

90

nam?f / nam?u tamm 30

?oyddf / -u tamm 50

~'fNg6 tamm 1000

hay~f / hay~u tamm

?isic tamm

t amm ~'eet38

It will be observed that the tonal behaviour of these and other numbers can

be explained by the remarks advanced concerning the Associative Accent rule

(cf. §2.l.4.2.) and the general analysis of tonal accent given in §1.7.

In forming intermediate numerals tamm takes a suffix -ane, while

s' ~et takes a suffix -uun / -fiune , The resultant forms have tonal patt-

erns different from those that would be predicted by our general rules, and

I am tempted to regard them as lexicalized. Moreoever, the higher (more

complex) numerals pose a number of difficulties for the present tonal anal-

ysis; some of this may be due to an intonational pitch rise that indicates

non-finality. Clearly, much more research is called for in this area. The

following are some examples.

11 t ammane bizzo

12 t.ammane nam?

21 nam?i t ammand bizzo

37 hay~f t ammane laap

673 ?izup ~'eetuun~ l~ap t ammane hays

399 hay~i ~'eetuun~ ~'1Ng6 t ammane ~'iNgo

When functioning as quantifiers in NP's, the tonal behaviour of num-

erals fits well within the analysis of the Associative construction (cf. §2.

1.4.2.). Unlike many languages of the Ethiopian region, nouns that are

quantified by numerals have to take the plural. e.g.

nam?f ?a~iri yeedi

Two men came
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hays! miisiri hay?i

Three cows died

haysf miisir dernattetin

I saw three cows

s'eet s'eerir dema t te t I n

I saw a hundred goats

§2.4. PRONOUNS AND DETERMINERS:

It is convenient to describe pronouns and determiners together, for

the simple reason that with simple morphological adjustments, the same basic

forms manifest either head or modifier function in an NP (in at least a great

many cases).

§2.4.l. PERSONAL PRONOUNS AND POSSESSIVE DETERMINERS:

It is necessary to distinguish at least two types of personal pronoun:

(i) independent pronouns

(ii) bound (clitic) subject pronouns

Each type will be considered in turn.

(i)

The independent pronouns are shown in the following table.

Table 4 subject direct object postpositional copular

complement complement complement

1s ta[jl tana taa(-ro) t ante

2s n~ [jl ne na n~e (-ro) ne n te

3ms ?esf '?~ sa ?e su( -ro) ?~ste

3fs ?fs! ?fsa ?r su( -ro) ?iste

1p.exc. n!i nina nfi(-ro) n I n te

1p.inc. nu[jl nuna nuu(-ro) nunte

2p wl1tini wt1tuna wutu(-ro) wd tnrrte

3p ?usi ni ?usuna 2usu( -ro) ?usunte
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A number of things that emerge in the table require some discussion.

1.
We observe that Zayse has an inclusive : exclusive distinction for the

first person plural. In view of the fact that this distinction and obvious

cognates of the two forms are reported for Gimira (cf. Chapter 1, §2.2.2.),

it has to be regarded as an archaism. 39 It should be noted, however, that

there appears to have been a switch as between form and category in the two

languages. As far as I could ascertain (though my informants were not al­

together consistent on the matter), the exclusive pronoun refers to speak­

er(s) and addressee(s) only. The exact reference of these pronouns should

be checked in any future research.

2.
It will be observed that the same nominative suffix occurs as with

nouns (cf. §2.l.4.l.). As in the case of vowel-final nouns, the -i becomes

a glide, e.g.

tai

nui

ta[j]

nu[j]

I

we (inc.)

This does not happen, however, in the lp.exc. form, viz.

3.

nii n [i :] we (exc.)

With the exception of 3ms and 31s forms a -na suffix occurs in all

the personal pronouns when functioning as a Direct Object complement. A

case marking formative in n (usually as an accusative marker) crops up throughol

throughout Omotic (see Chapter 11, especially (3)), and its occurrence here

in Zayse pronouns has to be seen as an archaism. Nouns in Direct Object

function in Zayse appear in the absolutive form without any sort of case

marking. Some examples are:

t~[j] ?esa de[~]g1

I saw him

Z~s1 n6na de[~]gi

He saw us (inc.)

?~sa dem~ttetin

n6na dem~ttesin
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4.

What are here called "copular complements" are pronominal forms to

which the copula is attached. The underlying form of the copula as found in

all other constructions is hypothesized as -tte (cf. §2.5.). The contracted

form -te found here seems to be confined to the pronouns. The phenomenon

invites comparison with Koyra, which also has a contracted copular clitic

-ko, which also is confined to pronouns - the usual form is -(u)kko (see

Hayward, 1982: 232ff). In view of the distributional similarity, it would

seem natural to identify the nasal element present in most of the copular

complement forms with the -n(a) formative discussed in 3. above. Some caut­

ion is needed, however, since comparison with Koyra reveals that the latter

has variants for 1s, 2s and 1p copular complement pronoun forms which contain

m, viz. ta [I')1ko / tamakko It is I; ne [!J1ko / nemakko It is you (m); etc.

5.

Full sets of independent pronouns functioning as complements of post­

positions were recorded only in two cases. The one listed in the above table

is with -ro. HOlaleVer,-ro itself is interesting for in the corpus it only

appears attached to pronominal forms; in general, a dative or benefactive

sense is usually expressed by means of the postposition -s (cf. §2.l.4.3.).

Thus, the forms taaro, etc. seem really to represent a sort of Indirect Ob­

ject. This is a view which is further supported by the fact that they may be

replaced by Direct Object complement forms without change of meaning. (The

reverse substitution, i.e., the replacement of -na forms in Direct Object

function by -ro forms is not possible.) It will be noted that those pronouns

that are analysable as vowel-final show prolongation of the vowel, while those

that end in consonants take the epenthetic u (cf. §1.6.l.). e.g.

?~sf t aa ro mii~ ?i[lJ]gf

He gave me money

?{suro 1626ttis biSe

It seemed good to her
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miisef wlituro (/wlituna) yesatte

You (p) have money lit. Money exists for you (p)

The second occurrence of a pronominal complement to a postposition occurs in

reflexive constructions. The reflexive complement is analysed as: pronoun

+ -nna, i.e., the agentive / instrumental marker (cf , § 2.1.4.3.). It will

also be noted that there are two occurrences of the pronoun, viz.

1s tana taanna myself

2s ne na nee nna yourself

Lp : exc, nina niinna ourselves

1p.inc. nuna nllunna ourselves

2p wlituna wutllunna yourselves

There is one 3rd person reflexive pronoun which contains the root be (in­

stead of the 'te s-, ?i s-, ?u s- series), viz.

3com.

Some examples are:

be na beenna himsel.f~ herself~ themselves

ta[j] tana taanna gwfidi

I hit myself

bena beenna gwiid6ttusin

They hit themselves

6.

There is a reciprocal pronoun, wola; it serves for all persons. It

should be noted that verbs in sentences having reciprocal objects are in the

passive voice form (cf. §2.6.1.2.), e.g.

wola zeeruttottunin

We (inc.) spoke to each other

nii wola maadlltti

We (exc.) helped each other
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wola gan?uttottitin

You (p) insulted each other

(ii)

The bound subject pronouns are as follows:

ls -t 1p.exc. -in

2s -n 1p.inc. -un

3ms -s 2p -it

3fs -is 3p -us

The key elements of each of these are easily identifiable with their counter­

parts in the table of independent pronouns above.

The bound subject pronouns appear to have two distinct functions

(though cf. §3.2.). Firstly, they occur as pronominal affixes in verb forms,

(presumably in) agreement with the head of the subject NP. Verbal subject

pronouns are exemplified here in the affirmative imperfect declarative para­

digm of sag-A- separate (tr.). (The subject pronouns are separated out by

means of hyphens.)

ls sag~ate-t-en 1p.exc. sagaat-in-en

2s sagaate-n-en 1p.inc. sagaat-un-en

3ms sagaate-s-en 2p sagaat-i t-en

3fs sagaat-is-en 3p sagaat-us-en

When the pronoun occurs in juxtaposition to the post-thematic vowel (see

§2.6.l.l.), any vocalic elements undergo Gliding (cf. §1.6.2.). The point is

illustrated with the affirmative perfect interrogative paradigms of sag-A­

separate (tr.) and goog-O- go round.

ls saga-t-idde g6og6-t-idde

2s saga-n-de g6og6-n-de

3ms saga-s-idde g6og6-s-idde

3.fs saga-[j]s-idde g6og6-[j]s-idde
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lp.exc. saga- I f l n-idde g6og6-[jln-idde

lp.inc. saga-[wln-idde g6og6-[w]n-idde

2p saga-[jlt-idde g6og6-[jlt-idde

3p saga-[w]s-idde g6og6-[w]s-idde

The second function of the bound subject pronouns is related to focus

in NP's and PP's. In general, we may describe focalization of a complement

phrase as involving a type of cleft construction. Unless the focussed phrase

is headed by one by one of the content question words (i.e., T~-words), the

copula c1iticizes onto it and a subject pronoun then c1iticizes onto the cop-

u1a. If the head of the complement phrase is a content question word, the

copula does not appear, and the subject pronoun c1iticizes directly onto the

head. e.g.

1e-?asl maNdjirfigap a t te s yeen

the man-nom. village-at-from-cop. -3ms prone came

It is from the village that the man came

boc~ guttaapattun wud'd'in

mountain top-from-cop.-lp.inc. pron descended

It is from the mountain top that we (inc.) descended

sl1g~nnattet ?isa ?ac'in

rope~ith-cop.-ls prone it tied

It is with a rope that I tied it

?6od~n demin

who-2s prone saw

Whom did you see?

hamaan

where-2p prone go

Where are you going?

For further discussion of focus constructions, see §3.2.

The possessive determiners are as follows:
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1p.exc. nr

1p.inc. n11

2p w11

3p ?11

since these forms are monosyllables, it would not be clear whether their H

tone reflects an underlying accent, or is the result of the default associat-

ion of the phrasal H tone. That they are actually underlyingly accented is

apparent from the fact that the three 3rd person possessive determiners form

minimal pairs with the three cliticizing articles ?e -, ?i-, ?u- (cf , §2.

4.2.1.), e.g.

1r ~'ega

?i-~' ega

her she-goat

the she-goat

A pronominal series is formed from a construction consisting of poss-

essive determiner + maa s , viz. t.a-rnaas mine, ne-maas yours, 1r -maas

hers, etc. Since this item has only been found in construction with the

possessives, it is probably best to regard it as a bound form; I have written

it with a hyphen. Some examples are:

t~ sidai 16?6tte

my honey-nom. good-cop.

My honey is good

ye~nde 88 ?a~i

he-will-come man-nom.

?e ?adatte

his father-cop.

The man who is coming is his father

?! kee ~i ~esst1tte

her house-nom. clean-cop.

Her house is clean

h~[j] t~-maa~utte

this mine-cop.

This is mine
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wu-maa~uttes worge

yours (p)-cop.-3ms prone wants

It is yours (p) that he wants

An emphatic expression of possession was noted, viz.

t~ ?um~tte

my head-cop.

It is my very own cf. Amharic yarase naw

§2.4.2. DEICTIC DETERMINERS AND PRONOUNS:

There are six distinct sets of deictic forms, which are presented in

the table below. Unfortunately, there are some gaps in my data, especially

in the case of the copular complement forms.

Table 5 determiner pronoun

subject direct copular

object complement

complement

this - near speaker ha ha[j] hay~ h~ytte

that - near addressee yi yif y~ yrtte

that - equally near god! godir godiy~ ?

to speaker &addressee

that - at lower level yiddi yiddif yi ddi ya ?
than speaker

that - at higher level w6[j] ? ?wo
than speakq-p

that - far from both so s6[j] soya sovt te
speaker &addressee

To express the sense of a very great degree of remoteness, the reduplicated

forms soo-so and woo-wo are available. The following are some examples:

ha kulli ri lag6tte

these guinea-fowl-plu.-nom. many-cop.

These guinea-fowl are many
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h:i [j] hay?i

This one died

ya worgaa te te n

I want that one (near you)

godi y:i" ?ee hat te ti n

I liked that C2ne

s6[j] ta-maa~utte

That one is mine

?e -rnaast y! tte

His is that one (near you)

soya taaro 2eewa

Bring that one for me.'

yi bf ss6t te ye we

It is this woman who came

Number is not marked in the determiners, so that ha, so, etc. trans­

late both as this or these, that or those, according to the number category

of the head noun; cf. the first of the above examples. There is, however, a

number distinction in the pronominal forms. The plural formative is -aa~'

(cf. §2.1.2.). In all cases a linking dd (or d) element appears between the

pronominal stem and the plural marker; the origin of this element is not at

all clear to me. I am also unable, at present, to account for the tonal

patterns on these pronominal forms.

Table 6 absolutive sg. absolutive pl. nominative pl.

hay:i haydaas ' haydaa~'r

ya yriddaa~' yi i ddaas ' f

godiya godf i ddaaa' godfiddaa~'!

soya soyddaas ' soyddaas'!
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y i ddf i.ddaa.a'

wo yddaas '

yi ddfi ddaas' 1

woyddaas'!

Word-final deglottalization (cf. §l.6.4.) affects the terminal affri­

cate unless it is followed by some vowel-initial suffix, such as the nomina­

tive marker or the regular plural suffix -ir, which occurs in variant (plu­

ralia tantum) forms.

Some examples are:

yiiddaas'l (/ yiiddaas'irf) karSutte

Those are black

soyddaas'l (/ soyddaas'iri) galuNdatte

Those are yellow i.e., coloured like the galuNdatree

godfi ddaas ' worgaate te n

I like those

§2.4.2.l. DEFINITE ARTICLES:

There are three determiners which seem to function rather like defin­

ite articles.

masculine

?e

feminine

?i ?u

In order to account for the tonal behaviour of NP's containing these items,

I have analysed them as proclitic. Some examples are:

t~[j] garma de[~]g{

I saw (aJ lion

t~[j] ?e-g~rma de[~lg1

I saw the lion

t~[j] g~rmir de[Dlg1

I saw lions
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I saw the lions

In the case of lexical items distinguishing male and female animates, the

selection of ?e or '?i is automatic, but in the case of many nouns which de-

note animates, but where there is no lexicalized differentiation according to

the sex, selection of the articles has a positive semantic function, e.g.

?e -garma[j] ha[IJ] gf

The lion went away

?i-garma[j] ha[~]gl

The lioness went away

?e -hare [j] ?e -maasu tte

The donkey is his

?i -hare [j] ?e -maasu t te

The female dankey is his

For inanimates (and animates for which discrimination with respect to sex is

not usual) ?i as the default "feminine" gender form is employed; cf. 92.1.3.

e.g.

?i -waa se [j] g~essu tte

The water is clean

?i-kal16

the stick

?isanna soos ta wode s st rreZatteyin

it (fem.)-with snake I killed has broken-NS
prone

The stick with which I killed the snake has broken

Definiteness is expressed in Wolaitta (and possibly other Central

Ometo varieties) by means of some suffixal process or a change in the form of

the TV (see Adams, 1983: 255ff.). In my (admittedly brief) investigation of

Koyra (Hayward, 1982), I found no evidence of a "definite article" of any sort

sort. It would seem that the Zayse articles are rather unique; it is quite

obvious that they are related to the 3rd person pronominal forms, but the

precise nature of the relationship is far from clear at the moment.
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Finally, mention should be made of an item y iwode , which might also

be regarded as an article. From the description my informant gave, this

item would be used in designating a referent identifiable from a particular

occasion known to speaker and addressee, e.g.

y iwode k' otto

the hoe (of a papticulap occasion)

§2.4.3. CONTENT QUESTION WORDS:

lvith the exception of 160 / ?60d~ who? and ?~a what?" which may

appear in subject function, all content question words function as comple­

ments of verbs or postpositions. For obvious pragmatic reasons, such items

seem invariably to be focussed, with the result that they appear bearing the

clitic subject pronouns (cf. §2.4.1.). This fact is indicated in the follow­

ing list of base forms by means of a hyphen in parenthesis.

why?" fop what purpose?

why?" fop what peason?

why?" fop what peason?

how many?

?60d~ (-) whom?

?~a( -) what?

of', gidd~ s amounthow much?

how?

who?

what?

when?

whepe?

why?" fop what purpose?

?60 / ?60de

?~a

?~Nd~ (-)

?~n~(-)

?~al~(-) / ?~al~s(-)

?~ala ?epaa( -)

?~agaZi(-)

?~ala ?utte(-)

?~N~'(-)

?~N~' g1dallo(-)

w~ydf(-)

Same examples are:

'160 (/ 260de) yewe

Who came?

?60d~n demin

Whom did you see?
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'laa wayye

What happened?

?aan kabbin

What did you do?

?aas ?ac'fn

What did he tie?

?aNden hammeNde

When will you go?

'lana [j] s hamaan

Where is she going?

yeedde

where-from-2p prone came i.e., Where did you (pl) come

from?
'laalasus (/ ?aala ?epaas) yeedde

Why (for what purpose) did he come?

?aagga?in (/ 2aala 2utten) yeepin

Why (for what reason) did you cry / weep?

wavdtiu s yeen

How did they come?

?aannan [eSa gwiidin

what-with-2s prone him hit

with what did you hit him?

?aN~' gfdallo[jls worgan

How much does she want?

?aN~'u[j]t worgan

How many do you want?

Attachment of the subject pronoun clitics occasions certain morphopho-

nemic adjustments, viz.
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1. In addition to Gliding (cf. §1.6.2.), the long vowel of ?aa(-) what?

undergoes truncation when vowel-initial pronouns are attached, e.g.

cf.

[?aj sl

[2a: s]

what + 3fs pron.;

what + 3ms prone

[Zaws] what + 3p prone

2. Final i in waydf (-) undergoes total assimilation to U when lp. inc.

and 3p pronouns are attached, e.g.

wayd[u:ln how + lp.inc. prone

3. Final e in ?6ode (-) and ?aNde (-) optionally undergoes total assi­

milation to the high vowels in 3fs3 lp.inc. 3 lp.exc. 3 2P3 and 3p clitic

pronouns, e.g.

?aNd[i:]s / ?aNd[ej]s

2aNd[u:ln / ?aNd[ew]n

when + 3fs prone

when + lp.inc. prone

4. Initial u in lp.inc. and 3p pronouns optionally undergoes total assi­

milation to final 0 in ?aNs' gfdallo(-) how muchr, e s g ,

?aN~' gidall[o:ln / ?aN~' gidall[owln

how much + lp.inc. prone

§2.4.5. OTHER DETERMINERS AND QUANTIFIERS:

The corpus contains a few other items which may have a determinative

or quantifying function; each of them can stand as head or dependent item in

a NP. The items in question are: ?eerallo eome, certain; bizzo-bizzo

each; ?udda al.l , every; bile anotihex-, the obher, e vg ,

?eerallo kulliri demat te t i.n

I saw some guinea-fowl

?eeral16[j] yeedi

Some came

ta[jl bizz6-bizzo ?ekke

I took each one
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bile 10rgei ?ad'6tte

The other he-goat is bigger

bile ?epatte tin

I took another / the other

?udda kulliri yeedi

All the guinea-fowl have come

1epin

It was everything that they took

92.5. THE COPULA:

The affirmative copula is always enclitic, and is analysed as having

. *the underly1ng form -tte. When it attaches to any consonant-final

item, it is preceded by epenthetic U (cf. §1.6.l.). Within the analysis of

accent and tone proposed in this study, the copula is regarded as pre-accent-

ed, i.e., as assigning an accent to whatever vowel precedes it. The copula

is an extremely common and important element in Zayse; it occurs in the

following grammatical constructions.

1.

It functions in nominal and adjectival predication, e.g.

s6 [j] mod6tte

That is beer

ha] j] wuzz f.Na' ~tte

This is a fly

?e -1a~! woo t a sut te

The man is a famer

?f soolloi l6?6tte

Her bread is good

2.

The copula attaches to a phrase (NP or PP) which is focussed; the
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resulting construction bears some similarity to a cleft sentence. (Indeed,

a hypothesis recognizing this similarity is developed in §3.2.) If the foc-

ussed constituent is a verbal complement, it is usual for the copula to be

followed by a c1itic pronoun agreeing with (expressing ?) the subject of the

sentence. It should be noted that the c1itic pronouns, but not the copula

itself, occur attached to content question words, which are regarded as be-

ing inherently focussed (cf. §2.4.3.). e.g.

woo t a su t te yewe

It was a farmer that came

maa be t te s wod' in

It was a leopard that he killed

gn t a t te t babe sammeNde

(subject NP focussed)

(direct object NP focussed)

(temporal NP focussed)

It is tomorrow that I shall buy grain

h60, sap ~at te t hamaan (PP focussed)

Yes 3 it is to (the) river that I am going

3.

The copula appears as a component of several verb forms. It is found,

for example, in the affirmative forms of the declarative perfect ("long"

form) and the declarative perfect past. (See also the discussion concerning

the analysis of the declarative imperfect and imperfect past in §2.6.2.2.)

In such forms,

e.g.

the copula is always followed by a bound subject pronoun.

?l1tt6-tte -s-in

sit-cop.-3ms pron.-FRM

He has sat down

?l1tt6-tte-t-iddic

sit-cop.-ls pron.-F~

I had sat down

(declarative perfect)

(FPM final predication marker)

(declarative perfect past)

The occurrence of verb forms containing the copula is in complementary



282

distribution with focussed NP/PP phrases (as described under 2.), which

suggests the argument that such verb forms are themselves focussed, so that

a sentence such as 2e -2a~r 211tt6tte sin might be given a somewhat 1iter-

a1 rendering as: The man, it is sitting that he was. For extensive discuss-

ion of this point, see S3.2.

The following observations relate only to the predicate function of

the copula (i.e., 1. above).

There seems to be no special negative form of the copula as such; the

negative locative-existential verb ba2e / ba2a there is not is employed.

It is invariable. e.g.

ne [j] woo t a s ba.'le

You are not a farmer

That is not a road

For the expression of past state predications -sin is suffixed to

-tte and ba.?a, e vg •

h~[j] ?ardas~'l~tte sin

This used to be a dwelling place

res:! 16Z6 2a~uttesin

He used to be a good man

21si ?!ita bisso ba?asin

She was not a bad woman

In line with the situation found for verbs generally, there is a dis-

tinct interrogative copula. *It is also a c1itic, viz.-wa. With consonant-

final words epenthetic u occurs. e.g.

s6[j] garmawa

Is that a lion?
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ha[jl s60suwa

Is this a snake?

soyddaas'! garmiruwa

Ape those lions?

§2.6. VERBS:

§2.6.l. VERB STEMS:

Verb stems may be simple or extended. Extended-stem (ES) verbs differ

from simple-stem (SS) verbs in having a derivational suffix which is associ­

ated with the formation of further verbs; simple-stem verbs contain a root

only.

§2.6.l.l. SIMPLE STEMS:

Although the majority of SS verbs have a root shape conforming to the

monovocalic template CV(V)C(C) (C)-, others with longer, i.e., CV(V)C(C)VC(C)­

roots are not uncommon. The following are typical Zayse verb roots:

'10~' - beat mod'- undepstand

dur- play instrrwnent gaw- become ppegnant

?erb- tell a lie d'isk- feel dpowsy

tayb- count gan2- insult

maNg- begin daNc'- gipd on

?utt- sit down zass- feap

~, okk- dpip (Lnt»: ) siik' - apppoach

ooeg- become thin meed- shave (pefl. & non-pefl.)

c' aak' k'- sweap an oath ?eedd- feel longing fop

kayst- steal holl02- bend down

?ibi~' - close, shut parad'd'- fly

reNpel- become light (ioqt», ) gul s ' iNt- swim

~, uNdurk- punish 2aasuNS- feel, stpoke

Examination of the inflectional paradigms shows that the stem in SS



284

verbs may exhibi~ certain morphologically determined alternations. Leaving

aside consideration of tonal patterns (for which see §2.6.2.l.), there are

at least three distinct patterns of alternation, each of which occurs indep­

endently of the others.

One alternation pattern relates to the length of the final consonant

in the root. In the "short" perfect (cf. §2.6.2.) and certain other forms

the root-final consonant is geminated, whilst in other forms - the "long"

perfect, for instance - it is single~ Such alternation is lexically governed,

for there are verbs with non-alternating single root-final consonants, as

well as verbs with non-alternating geminate root-final consonants. e.g.

1. cc- 'V c-

2. c- only

3. cc- only

short perfect 3ms long perfect

bookk f booka t te sin dig

'lass! 1as~tte si n save, rescue

sicc:[ si ca.tte si n roast grain

c'utt:[ c' u t a t te sin spit

kee 111 ke e La t te sin terrace

c'addf c' ada t te sin pound, stab

wod'l wod'dttesin grind

k a sf k a sa t te sin prepare, cook

goobf goobatte si n act bravely

moogl mooga t te sin bury

be ppe tl heppe t a t te si n sieve

k' a zf k'azattesin beg

booss:l boo s sa t te sin honour

timml t Lmma t te sin become wet

?aallf ?aall~ttesin run out, finish

zillf zillatte sin become green

gee ss! gee ss~ttesin stay overnight

bi nnf bt nnat te st n feel/become hot
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Another alternatimn pattern concerns the quality of what may be termed

the "post-thematic vowel". In certain forms (e.g., the long perfect) the

vowel immediately following the stem is a in some verbs, but 0 in others. It

is probably the simplest analysis to say that in certain other forms (e.g.,

the short perfect and the imperative) no post-thematic vowel is present, for

in such forms any vowel that follows the stem can be analysed as an inflect­

ion (or as part of an inflection). e.g.

3ms long perfect short perfect

1. 0 verbs

A verbs

c'6od'6ttesin c'6od'd'! chop up

b~y?6tte sin bay?! spZit (t», )

bl1d6tte si n bl1d1: sow

mdu s: 6tte sin mtius ' 1: kiss

c' fnn6tte sin c'1:nni approach

has~tte si n hasf boiZ (int»: )

zeek' at te sin zeek'k'1 stink

?oyc~ttesin ?OYC1 twist sthg.

mas ' atte sin ma~'l pick

~, ill~ttesin ~'illl become deep

Comparison of the forms given for chop up, approach and sow in the 0

set with the forms given for stink, pick and become deep in the A set shows

that the three lexically determined groupings of verbs vis a vis the length

of the root-final consonant (as described above) is quite independent of the

o : A post-thematic vowel classification of verbs.

It will be noted in the above examples that tonal differences appear

to accompany the 0 : A distinction. The extent of this regularity is consid­

ered in §2.6.2.l.

To the limited extent to which the matter has been investigated, it

would appear that a lexical distinction noted between infinitives terminating

in -e and -0 (cf. §2.6.4.) also correlates with verbs havin~ post-thematic
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vowels Gand A respectively. Thus:

infinitive 3ms long perfect

m~s'o mas' ~ttesin pick

w6oto woo t a t te sin work, cultivate

bay'le bayZ6tte sin split (t», )

d'uu2e d ' uuZ6tte si n burst

Only in the case of the irregular verbs described in §2.6.3. was this corre-

lation seen to break down. But since infinitives were collected systemati-

cally for only a small proportion of the verbs in the corpus, the analysis

on this point remains far from satisfactory.

The third alternation pattern is witnessed in all SS verbs having a

root-final p (which is pronounced as [f]; see §l.l.l.), b or m in forms such

as the long perfect or infinitive. In the short perfect (and certain other

forms) root-final p, b, and m are replaced by [k : h], [g:], and [rjg ] resp-

ectively, while in the imperative we find geminate labial consonants, viz.

[p : h], [b:], and [m : ] . It should be noted that such al ternations cannot

be predicted from a knowledge of the root-final element of the short perfect,

and only in cases of the [f] IV [k :h] - [p :h] and [b] IV [g:] IV [b:]

alternations would a knowledge of the imperative form enable us to predict

the other forms. It has seemed reasonable, therefore, to assume that under­

lyingly the root-final elements in such verbs are Ip/, Ibl and Im/. 40

Some examples of these alternations are the following:

3ms long perfect short perfect imperative

t 11 [ f J6 t te si n

k ' a[ f] 6tte sin

d11 [ f] 6 t te si n

si [ f] at te si n

turk : h] r tu[p:h]a plant

k'a[k: h ] ! k'a[p:h]a scatter (t», )

du[k:h]:c dtl [p : h] a sting

si [k : h]:l si[p:h]a sew



?e [f] atte sin

cf. bu[k h] a t te sin

1:1[k : h] otte si n

2. [b] IV [g : ] IV [b: ]

d' arb] ~tte sin

3. [m] IV [ g] IV [m : ]
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?e [k : h] i

bu[k: h]{

11 [k : h] 1

daj g t j f

?e [p :h] a
bujk : h] a

If[k: h] a

d'a[b:]a

take

thresh

become soft

leave (tr.)

huu j m] at te sin huu [IJg]£ huujm i j a winnow

ku ]m] ~tte sin kU[I)g]l ku[m:]~ become full

k a s: u Im] ~tte si n k a s ' u[I)g]£ kas'u[m:]a breathe

lEe [m]6ttesin lEe [I)g]{ ~e [m : ] a quard, keep

c T 6o[m]6tte sin c'6o[I)g]i c' 6o[m:] a chew

cf , m~[I)g]6ttesin m~[I)g] £ ma[I)g]a begin

ti [m : ] a t te sin t f [m : ] £ t:C [m : ] a become wet

Verbs having root-final p, b, or m do not seem to be very frequent

(only 19 have been recorded). Again, it should be noted from the preceding

examples that the membership of this group is subdivided by the 0 : A divis-

ion.

Wherever it is necessary in this paper to distinguish the representa­

tion of verb roots for their membership of the various alternation classes,

the following conventions will be observed:

i. Roots having a cc- ~ C- alternation will be represented with the

second consonant letter of the geminate form in parenthesis, viz.

book(k)- dig; sic(c)- roast grain; etc.

ii. Membership of the 0 and A alternation classes will be indicated

by means of an upper case "0" or "A" respectively. This symbol

will follow the hyphen indicating the termination of the root, viz.

bud-O- sow; has-A- boil (intr.)

book (k ) -A- dig; C' ood' (d' ) -0- chop up; etc.
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§2.6.l.2. EXTENDED-STEM VERBS:

Although the point has not been exhaustively investigated, it is pro­

bable that every SS verb has at least one ES verb counterpart. Zayse stem­

extensions vary with res?ect to form and also with respect to function, but

it is clear that,from the point of view of both form and function, there

are just two overall categories: transitivizers and intransitivizers. All

stem-extensions occur with the "basic" stem of the SS verb, i.e., the one with

consonantal properties typical of the long perfect - though without the post­

thematic vowel. The consonantal termination of the stem extension constitutes

the stem-final consonant in the ES verb, and it is subject to no morphologi­

cally determined alternations in the way that the (root) final consonant in

a SS verb may be.

92.6.1.2.1. TRANSITIVIZING STEM-EXTENSIONS:

Compared with their SS congeners transitivized ES verbs have a extra

agent in their argument structure. The addition of a transitivizer extension

to the root of an intransitive verb resubcategorizes it as transitive, while

the addition of a transitivizing extension to the root of a transitive verb

resubcategorizes it as a causative.

There are three forms of transitivizing extension (though see the final

paragraph of this section): -usCs), -as and -s. -usCs) and -as seem to

be in total free variation (though there may be lexically governed preferen­

ces) and have to be regarded as the regular, productive forms. Although the

matter was not fully checked, it also seems that the final sibilant of the

-usCs) extension can be either single or geminate. Some examples are:

SS verb (basic stem) ES verb

s'oo2-A- knead S' oo?us- / s'oo2as- c. to knead

zi h-A- plaster zi hus- / zihas- c. to plaster

kit-A- get dirty ki tus- / ki tas- dirty (t», )

'?ep-A- take~ marry ?epus- arrange marriage
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Ire 1-A- dry (int»; ) me1us- I me1as- dry (tr.)

wad' (d' )-A- train animal wad'us- I wad'as- c. to train

kee 1( 1 )-A- terrace kee1us- I k aaLas- c. to terrace

ta12-A- borrow ta1'lus- lend

?er-A- know ?erus- teach

The -s suffix most commonly occurs when the root-final consonant of

the SS verb is a sonorant, but this is by no means entirely regular, and

alternative forms with one of the more productive transitivizing extensions

may also occur. e.g.

ooem-O- guard, herd [ ~] 41 lee mus- to guardlee nts - '1 c.

kam-A- cover ka[ntSl- 4
} kamus- c. to coVer

c'aan-A- load c' aanus- I c'aanas- c. to load

hage1(l)-A- become [ "'] 41new hage 1ts - renew

be Npe 1-0- become light heNpe [1 tsl- 41 lighten

ke s-O- go out / up kess- put out, take off clothes

Whatever type of transitivizing extension occurs, it may be subject

to palatal harmony (cf. §1.6.5.). This appears to be obligatory in the case

of the -s stem-extension (as well as with its affricate realization). In the

case of -us(s) and -as, however, palatal harmony is optional only. e vg •

haac'-O-

sic(c)-A-

c'eNS-A-

mooz-A-

scrape,

scratch

roast grain

become dark

become cold

haac'u[I]-

I haac ' u [ s1­

siccu[ rl-
I siccu[s]-

I v. v.... [ h]Slcca tf -

I sicca[Ghl-

c' eNSu trt­
Ie' e NSu[ s1­

moozu ] rl-

I moo su ] s]-

c. to scrape, etc.

c. to roast grain

darken (tr.)

make cold
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hasu [ 11-

/ hasu[sl­

/ ha sa [tfh] -

v [1"\ h]/ hasa ts -

boil (tr.)

In the case of -s, the palatalization process is not only obligatory,

but may also interact with anticipatory assimilation processes, e.g.

si ik ' -A- come near

di e' (e' )-A- grow

gee z-O- become clean

?us-O- drink 2u [ I :1­

di [{?Jh1_

/ die'u[I]­

/ die' u [s] ­

gee [ f : l-

si i [ f : ] -

c. to drink

c. to grow

make clean

bring near

Similar to the last three examples, we find certain one-off occurren-

ces of stem-final alternations which can be explained as resulting from ass-

imilation to the -s stem-extension; there would certainly be phonotactic

motivation for such processes (cf. §1.4.). e.g.

yeep-A- weep" mourn yee [s:]-

/ yeepus-

?iit-O- become bad ?i i [ s: 1-

muu-d- 42 eat muu ] s:]-

sii-d- 42 hear sii [s:] -

c. to weep / mourn

make bad

feed

c. to hear

Intransitivizing extensions function as an "agent reducing" device.

It follows, therefore, that the 5S congeners of such verbs are generally

transitive. Relative to these, intransitivized verbs lack direct objects,

and may often be regarded as agentless passives or (occasionally) as reflex­

ives. There is only one regular intransitivizing extension, viz. _utt. 43

e.g.
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58 verb (basic stem) E5 verb

ye l-A- give bipth ~lutt- be bopn

goos-A- hupt t i», ) goosutt- be huirt , su,ffer pain

Ire IE s-O- copulate (0) me he sutt- copulate (9)

2iNS-A- conquep ZiNSutt- be conquered

good(d)-A- chase goodutt- be chased

sag-A- sepapate sagutt- be separated~ separate
(-intir , )

mooz-A- become cold moozutt- feel cold
(iaeatiher )

binn-A- become hot binnutt- feel hot

A few denominal formations in -utt have been recorded, where an 55

verb does not appear to exist, e.g.

zorutt- diecuee , cf', zore discussion

naayutt- become hunqru, cf. naaye hunqer

We also find a few pairs of ES verbs which, although they lack a basic

55 verb, consist of one member with a transitivizing extension and another

with an intransitivizing extension. Both members of such doubly deponent

pairs of verbs usually exhibit morphological irregularities in the forms of

their stem-extensions. e.g.

transitivized E5 verb intransitivized verb

gumur[Gh]- please gumur[t]- become happy

~h (tm, ) me t [u t : ] - be tpoubledmet [e t : s ]- tpouble

kas- cook (i», ) k a s" (~' )- cook (Lnt»; )

'lee s- bupn ( t», ) ?ee~' - bupn (Lnt»: )

k'ays- snap (t», ) k'ay~'- snap (Lnt»: )

me?- bpeak (tP.) Ire [nG]- bpeak (intr.)

Attention is directed to the fact that throughout this section all

representations of 55 verbs have included an indication of the membership of

the root with respect to the a : A alternation classes, but that no such
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indication has accompanied the representations of extended stem verbs. This

is because the behaviour of ES verbs appears to be predictable in this regard;

transitivized verbs belong to the A class, while intransitivized verbs belong

to the 0 class.

§2.6.2. INFLECTIONS:

The present section culminates in a paradigmatic display of certain

representative verbs. It is necessary first, however, to say something about

the various inflectional categories referred to in the paradigms, and also to

attempt a partial explanation of the tonal behaviour of forms listed there

(cf. §2.6.2.1.).

The paradigms presented in §2.6.2.2., although complete in themselves,

are almost certainly only a subset (and perhaps only a small subset) of those

which exhaustive future research will bring to light. 44 But having said

this, it is likely that the inflectional paradigms included here are the most

important ones.

The inflectional morphology indicates a non-overlapping division bet­

ween forms marked for non-indicative mood and forms marked for perfect /

imperfect aspect, i.e., for the former grouping, aspect is not distinguished,

and for the latter grouping, indicative is the unmarked mood.

The non-indicative moods are the imperative, jussive and future. The

paradigms of the imperative and jussive show a complementary distribution

with respect to distinctions based on subject agreement, i.e., the imperative

is confineq to 2nd person forms, and the jussive lacks only 2nd person forms,

though the distinctive marking of the imperative and jussive, seen in the

affirmative forms, and even more strikingly in the negative forms, precludes

any morphologically based analysis of the two as one paradigm. The future

has a full paradigm. Morphological justification for regarding the future

as a mood category rather than treating it as a term in a three-term tense

system along with past (here analysed as perfect) and present (here analysed
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as imperfect) consists in the fact that the future shares with the jussive

a common form for the negative interrogative. However, the main reason for

analysing the overall system as I have done is that the aspectua11y marked

forms (perfect and imperfect) may also be secondarily marked for tense dis­

tinctions; so that in addition to perfect and imperfect paradigms, there are

perfect past and imperfect past paradigms; in this system, the future, which

might - on semantic grounds - be presumed to belong to the imperfect rather

than the perfect, does not appear to fit at all.

The occurrence / non-occurrence of the post-thematic vowel (cf. §2.

6.1.1.) cuts across the division just presented. Post-thematic vowel dis­

tinctions are limited to long perfect and future paradigms. The other stem

alternations, i.e., stem-final geminate - single consonant alternations, and

the stem-final labial - velar alternations (cf. §2.6.1.1.) also display some­

what idiosyncratic distributional properties. Thus, geminate alternants are

confined to the short perfect and to the affirmative imperative and jussive

forms, and to relative clause forms of the future; the velar alternants of

the labial - velar alternations are found in the short perfect and certain

negative forms. (For further discussion of this matter, see §2.6.3., §2.6.

4., §2.6.5., and §3.2.)

One of the most marked characteristics of Ometo languages (at least

of those we have adequate data for) is the occurrence of interrogative para­

digms ( cf. Moreno, lq38b; Adams, 1983; Hayward, 1982). As §2.6.2.2. shows,

Zayse is not without this feature. Moreover, in addition to segmental morph­

ological differences between declarative and interrogative forms, there seem

to be pitch shapes associated with some of the interrogative paradigms which

militate against the attempt to analyse verb forms totally in terms of the

tonal accent analysis offered earlier for non-verb forms (see §2.6.2.1.).

One surprising, but obvious, observation concerning the interrogative forms

is that in all cases, they appear to be morphologically simpler than their
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respective declarative counterparts. A not implausible explanation will

shortly be advanced for this.

It is convenient for a discussion of Zayse to make a threefold dist­

inction in inflected paradigms. The three types, "simple", "compound", and

"complex", are distinguished on formal grounds. Forms in simple paradigms

consist of stem + affixes only. Forms in compound paradigms consist of main

and auxiliary verb constituents; for the main part, these are found in the

negative paradigms. Like forms in compound paradigms, those in complex para­

digms are periphrastic, though they have a different structure. According

to the present analysis all complex forms are identified by the presence of

a tt or t formative preceding the pronominal subject. Such an element app­

ears in all affirmative declarative forms of the long perfect, perfect past,

imperfect, imperfect past, and future paradigms. This is exemplified here

with 2nd person singular forms of the verb ge l-A- enter; the formative

under discussion is underscored in the examples.

affirmative declarative

perfect

perfect past

imperfect

imperfect past

future

ge Lat te ni n

ge La t te niddic

ge laa!.e re n

ge laa!.ere c
ge l a tte re n

The analysis proposed here is that this tt ".. t formative is to be

identified as the copula as discussed in §2.5. This claim requires some

justification beyond the fact that one of the forms (i.e., tt ) shares a

physical resemblance with the consonantal part of the copula. That justifi­

cation begins to emerge from the observation that verb forms containing this

formative are never found in sentences where a NP or PP is focussed. When

such a constituent is focussed, the copula, followed in some cases by a

clitic subject pronoun, attaches to the end of the phrase. In such cases,
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the verb form which occurs not only lacks tt or t , but never takes a clitic

subject pronoun either; thus, for a given aspect (± tense) or mood, the form

is invariable. On the other hand, when no other phrasal constituent is foc-

ussed, both t t - t and the subj ect pronoun may occur in the verb - as in the

forms above. Further consideration is given to the syntactic analysis of

this in §3.2., but, in anticipation of the conclusions reached there, where

it is argued that the operation of focus involves the formation of a type of

cleft construction, it is suggested here that Zayse, unlike English or,

45indeed, most other Ethiopian languages ,employs the same clefting device

for verb focus as it does for focussing any other sentence constituent.

Earlier it was noted that relative to their declarative congeners,

interrogative verb forms are morphologically simpler; thus, imperfect decla-

rative ge l.aat te ne n You enter but imperfect interrogative ge Laane n Do you

enter? Comparison of declarative and interrogative forms of complex para-

digms reveals that in the latter the tt - t formative under discussion is

never present.

It would scarcely be appropriate to analyse the declaratives as having

a structure derived by a syntactic transformational rule (cf. §3.2.) without

extending the same analysis to the interrogatives, especially since it is

only sentences containing interrogative verb forms that invariably trigger

responses with declarative verb focus forms. It seems reasonable to regard

such asymmetry as there is as being due to morphological, rather than to

syntactic differences. It is, therefore, suggested that in the presence of

the feature "interrogative", a verb form requires no overt manifestation of

the copula. This argument is substantially strengthened (being raised to

the level of a cross-category generalisation) when it is recalled that exact-

ly the same absence of the copula characterizes NP's and PP's headed by con-

tent question words - items which are inherently focussed (cf. §2.4.3.).

The question of the allomorphy of the copula needs to be addressed.
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The form functioning in nominal predicates is clearly -tte (§2.5.). The

same is true of the form employed in NP and PP focus. To this point, however,

the form of the copula found in complex paradigm forms (hereafter "CPF's")

has been presented as either -tt or t. The geminate - single consonant allo­

morphy is not confined to verb forms, however, for, though the form with

gemination must be regarded as having the "elsewhere distribution", we do

find a single-consonant form, viz. -te, with the personal pronouns (cf. §2.

4.1.). But what about the final e? Why is this not present in the copula

found in CPF's? The answer to this is that e is, in fact, very frequently

present, but that under certain circumstances, it undergoes elision. Exam­

ination of the affirmative declarative paradigms of the complex type reveals

the presence of an e after the -tt or -t in Le, 2s, 3ms and non-specific

members; other vowels appear in all other members. Comparison of affirmative

declarative with affirmative interrogative forms, where the copula is not,

of course, present, with the result that the subject pronouns follow the

post-thematic vowel or imperfect aspect marker, suggests strongly that al­

though the ls, 2s and 3ms bound subject pronouns are underlyingly consonant­

initial, the remainder are underlyingly vowel-initial. (Albeit, these vowels

often undergo glide formation, as described in §1.6.2.) This, of course, was

assumed in the presentation of the set of bound subject pronouns in §2.4.l.

(ii). Accordingly, the e which always appears in ls, 2s, and 3ms members of a

complex paradigm must belong to the preceding formative. The non-occurrence

of e with the remaining members of the pronominal set requires us to post­

ulate a deletion rule, though the fact that such deletions do not take place

in comparable phonological situations in non-verbs argues that the process

is sensitive to morphological determinants.

The perfect has two forms, a long form (described here as one of the

complex paradigms) and a short invariable form in which a suffix -i follows

the stem. The fact that this form of the perfect is marked by a palatal
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vowel, that all forms of the imperfect are marked with a low vowel (though

see the analysis in §3.2.), and that the majority of forms of the affirmat­

ive jussive have rounded vowels will not have been lost on comparativists

(cf. Zaborski, 1984, 1986), but the possible diachronic significance of this

will not be dwellt upon here.

From a synchronic point of view, the short perfect seems to occur in

sentences where no constituent is focussed. According to the analysis pro­

posed in this study, the long ~erfect (and, indeed, all CPF's) are forms in

which the verb itself is focussed, and, as will be explained shortly, the

"invariable" forms occur when some :omplement of the verb is focussed. Thus,

the short perfect is a focus-neutral form.

The question naturally arises as to whether similar focus-neutral

forms exist for other paradigms, most notably for the imperfect. I can only

record the fact that no such forms appeared spD~taneously, nor even when an

effort was made to elicit them. It may perhaps be the case that the short

"perfect" is actually aspect-neutral and that many examples of it in my field

notes could equally well have been translated with imperfect aspect. We

might see some support for such a view in the fact that non-final verbs with

a participle-like function (comparable to the "converb" of Ethiopian Semitic

languages) are formally identical to the short perfect (cf. §2.6.6.). More­

over, precisely the same form appears in the negative imperative. Proper

resolution of this apparent asymmetry will have to await future research.

For each indicative declarative paradigm, there will be found a form

that I have labelled the "invariable form". Distributionally, these forms

seem to be restricted to sentences in which some non-verb phrase is focussed

(see §3.2.). I believe it is appropriate to call attention to a formal id­

entity between the stem shape in invariable forms and that found in the maj­

ority of subordinate (embedded) clause verb forms, which are also invariable

for person. In general, the point is not obvious from a comparison of such
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forms for those verbs that show no stem alternations (cf. §2.6.1.1.), but

for those showing alternations, it is very obvious. Thus, consider these

forms of go.

perfect

imperfect

future

invariable form

ham-(in)

ham-(aan)

hamm-(e n)

relative clause form

ham-Cess)

ham-(aass)

hamm-(ende ss)

The distribution of single / geminate stem-final consonants in the stem is

the same, and it should be noted that the velar alternant, which character­

izes the short perfect - in this case ha [IJ1g- (i ) - is not found in the

perfect stems here. Moreover, the stem found in the complex paradigm of the

future is not geminate (as it is here); thus, Zme ham- (atte se n) he will

go.

What then are we to make of the post-stem portions of the invariable

forms? It is to be noted that all the invariable forms terminate in a con­

sonant, either -n or -c. Futher comparison shows that similar final con­

sonants occur in many of the complex paradigms - though not in the interro­

gative perfect. It is, moreover, simple to pick out a distributional patt­

ern for these two consonants. The palatal consonant is confined to the aff­

irmative perfect and imperfect pasts; the nasal occurs elsewhere. We may,

therefore, conclude that -c signals "past" and -n signals "non-past". 46

What is, I think, most significant of all is the fact that -n and -c are

always sentence-final. Furthermore, at least in the case of _n 47, it does

not seem necessary that attachment is to an overt verb; thus:

k a.r at te ffi n

house-cop.-3ms pron.-e-n

It is in the house that he is

?6ta gallatteten

water-pot-gen. 'on'-cop.-]s pron.-e-n
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gallatt [e :1n

I-nom. water-pot "on "r-cop. -NS prone -e-n

It is on the water-pot that I am

On the basis of. these various observations, it appears that -n and -c are

probably to be considered as main predication markers having the phonologi­

cal status of clitics.

The vocalic elements that precede -n / -c seem fairly clearly to be

associated with aspect differences, but a partial mismatch between the set

of vowels occur r i.ng before -n / -c in CPF's as compared with the set that

occurs before -n / -c in the invari able forms complicates the analysis.

(In the following illustrative forms, the vowels under consideration are

underscored; the verb employed is go.)

perfect

perfect past

imperfect

imperfect past

future

invariable forms

ham-i-n

ha[lJ]g-ii-c

ham-aa-n

ham-aa-c

hamm-e-n

CPF's (ls)

hamattet-i-n

hamattetidd-i-c

hamaate t -e-n

hamaatet-e-c

hamattet-e-n

The most consistent generalisation that one is able to extract from this

data is that i/ ii signals "perfect", while aa/e signals "imperfect". But

even this generalisation breaks down if we bring the subordinate clause forms

into the comparison again (see above), for here, the vowel preceding the

subordinate predication marker (-ss) in the perfect is e. The analysis is

yet further complicated by the fact that a terminal consonant (-n / -c) is

entirely lacking in the case of one CPF, namely, the interrogative perfect

(cf. also the behaviour of -ss in the relative perfect: cf. §3.3.),and the

form ends in -e. Finally, it needs to be mentioned that the corpus contains

a few alternative invariable forms, which also lack a terminal consonant,

and end in -e; these variant forms are included in the paradigms (§2.6.2.2.).
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§2.6.2.1. TONAL PATTERNS IN VERB FORMS:

Even on the basis of my very limited investigation of the language,

it is apparent that specific patterns of pitch variation are an integral

accompaniment to (and, indeed, partial exponence of) the various paradigms.

It is also apparent that there are lexically governed distinctions in the

tonal patterns of paradigms. Both these observations are illustrated very

clearly in forms such as the following.

short perfect aff.

3ms long perfect aff.

NS future aff.

2s imperative aff.

3ms jussive aff.

wod' -A- kill

wod'l

wod' atte sin

wod' atteyin

wod'a

wod ' 6

mi 8-0- be replete

mlsf

mfs6ttesin

mls6tteyin

mfsa

mls6

Examination of these forms suggests two things. Firstly, that there

is a correlation between the tonal pattern displayed by a verb and its mem­

bership of the 0 or A alternation class (cf. §2.6.1.1.). This correlation

seems to hold up very well for verbs with {C)VC radicals. However, verbs

with longer stems (whether these stems are simple or extended) seem to show

some divergence in certain forms, e.g.

boor-A- mokkor-A- bu?-utt- 48

bake try be united

short perfect aff. boorl. mokkori bu?utti

3ms long perfect aff. boora t te sin mokk6ratte si n buzti t to t te sin

NS future aff. boo r a tte yi n mokk 6rat te yi n buPri t to t te vt n

28 imperative aff. boora mokk o r-a bu'2utta

sme jussive aff. boor6 mokkor6 bu?utto

Unfortunately, my investigation of full paradigms for verbs having longer

stems was insufficient to ascertain whether or not the partial divergences

seen in SS verbs such as boor-A- and mokkor-A- are representative of
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verbs of this type. It seems likely, however, that intransitivized ES verbs

in -utt may well have a distinct pattern of their own.

The second thing suggested by an examination of the above forms of

(C)VC- verbs is that the tonal patterns of verb forms may be amenable to

essentially the same sort of analysis as that proposed for nouns (cf. §2.l.

1.). It will be recalled that while some noun roots were regarded as having

a radical accent, others were analysed as unaccented. Similarly, in the

case of verbs, it would be possible to consider verbs such as mi 8-0- be­

come »epl.et:e as lexically accented, and verbs such as wad' -A- kiZ Z, as un­

accented. The occurrence of H in verb forms would then follow from exactly

the same rules as those required for nouns. Thus, the H tones on the inflec­

tional elements in wad'! and mfs!, wod t a t te st n and mfs6ttesin,

wod t a t te yi n and m!s6tteyin, wad'6 and m!s6 would all be accounted

for by claiming that these particular affixes are inherently accented. The

double H tones in these forms of mis-O- would follow from the H spreading

rule already motivated for certain noun forms. The tonal differences between

the imperatives wad' a and mf sa would be explained if we analysed the

imperative inflection as unaccented, for in such a case the default H assoc­

iation rule will ensure that this element receives H tone in wad'a only.

The approach works very well for the majority of forms of verbs such

as wad' -A- and mi s-O-. Clearly, it would be satisfying to have a uni­

fied analysis for nouns and verbs. It is also satisfying to note that at

least in the case of (C)VC- verb radicals, the accented : unaccented distin­

ction ties in with the distinction between 0 : A alternation classes. How-

ever, as we have seen already, the tonal behaviour of verbs with longer

stems does not show this correlation fully. The tonal behaviour of such

verbs (see the above table of forms for baar-A-, makkar-A-, e t c , ) also

does not seem to be susceptible of an analysis in terms of the simple two­

fold accentual distinction employed for nouns and (C)VC- verbs. 49
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A further obstacle facing the attempt to apply a unitary analysis to

nouns and (C)VC- verbs is the fact that the latter have some forms in which

the overall pitch configuration is: (a) the same for both types of verbs:

(b) of a form that does not follow in any predictable way from the accentual

analysis proposed for either type. e.g.

wod'-A- mis-O-

perfect interrogative aff. w6d' atidde mfs6tidde

perfect interrogative neg. wod'i-ba'?a misi-ba2a

future interrogative aff. w6d' ate n mfsote n

future interrogative neg. wod'a?a misa2a

The fact that the majority of verb forms exhibiting such unpredicted tone

patterns are interrogatives makes it not too implausible to suggest that the

tonal patterns seen here result from the superimposition of sentence domain

prosodies, which, as in other verb-final Ethiopian languages (see Parker

and Hayward, 1985: 222ff.), are realised sentence-finally on the verb. But,

the resolution of these matters has to await extensive future research.

§2.6.2.2. THE PARADIGMS:

The paradigms of three representative S5 verbs are set out below.

They are: '?e r-A- know, bug-O- clear scrub, and 50ham-A- go. Super-

script letters in italics refer to notes that follow the paradigms.

1. perfect:

(i) declarative

affirmative

A. long perfect

?e r-A- bug-O- ham-A-

ls ?e ratte ti n bllg6ttetin hamatte tin

2s 1e ratte nin bllg6t te ni n hama t te nin

3ms Ze r a t te sin btigo t te sin hama t te sin
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3fs ?erattisin bug6ttisin hama t t i si n

1p.inc. ?erattinin bug6ttinin hamattinin

1p.exc. ?e rattunin bu~6ttunin hamattunin

2p ?e ratti tin bug6ttitin hamattitin

3p ?erattusin btigo t tu st n hamattusin

NS(a) ?eratteyin bu~6tteyin harna t te yin

B. short perfect

common ?e r f bug! ha[T)]gf

negative
(b) (e)

common ?e ri-ba?a bugf-ba?a ha[111gi-ba?a

invariable form

corronon ?erin bugin hamin

(ii) interrogative

affirmative
(d)

ls ?eratidde bug6tidde hamatidde

2s ?erande bug6nde hamande

3ms ?erasidde brigo sf.dde hamasf dde

3fs(c) ?eraysidde bug;6ysidde hamaysidde

1p.inc.
(c)

?eraynidde bllg6ynidde harnaynidde

1p.exc. (c)
?erawnidde tug6wnidde hamawnidde

2p(c) ?eraytidde bllg6ytidde hama y t i.dde

3p(c) ?erawsidde bllg6wsidde hamawsd dde

NS(a) ?eraydde btigo vdde hama ydde

negative
(b) (e)

common ?e ri-ba2a bugi-ba?a ha [!J ] gi -ba?a

2. perfect past:

(i) declarative
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affirmative (d) (f)

ls ?er~ttetiddic bug6ttetiddic ham~ttetiddic

28 ?er~tteniddic bug6tteniddic ham~tteniddic

3ms ?erattesiddic bug6ttesiddic ham:ittesiddic

3fs ?er~ttisiddic bug6ttisiddic ham~ttisiddic

1p.inc. ?er~ttiniddic bug6ttiniddic ham~ttiniddic

1p.exc. ?erattuniddic bug6ttuniddic ham~ttuniddic

2p ?erattitiddic bug6ttitiddic ham~ttitiddic

3p ?erattusiddic bug6ttusiddic ham~ttusiddic

NS(a) ?er~tteyddic bUf?;6tteyddic ham~tteyddic

negative
(b) (e)

common ?eri-ba?esin bugi-ba?esin ha[ry]gi-ba?esin

invariable form

common ?eriic bugiic ha[fllg i i c

(ii) interrogative

affirmative (d) (f)

ls ?~ratiddic bug6tiddic hamatiddic

2s ?~r~niddic bug6niddic h~m~niddic

3ms 2~rasiddic bug6siddic h~m~siddic

3fs(c) ?~raysiddic bug6ysiddic h~m~ysiddic

1p.inc.
(c)

?~rayniddic bug6yniddic h~m~yniddic'

1p.exc.
(c)

?~rawniddic bl1g6wniddic h~mawniddic

2 (c)
?~raytiddic bug6ytiddic ham~ytiddicp

3p(c) 2~rawsiddic bug6wsiddic h~mawsiddic

NS(a) ?~rayddic bl1g6yddic hamayddic

negative
(b) (e)

cornmon ?er1-ba?asin bug1-ba?asin ha[Il]gi-ba?asin
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ls

2s

3ms

3fs

1p.inc.

1p.exc.

?e r aate te n

?e r aa te nen

?e raate Sf\n

?eraatisen

?eraatinen

?eraatunen

?eraatiten

?eraatusen

1eraatteyin

btigjiate te n

btigaa tenen

bl1gaatesen

bugaatisin

bugaatinen

bugaatunen

bl1gaatiten

bl1gaatusen

bl1gaattevin

hamaate ten

hamaate ne n

harnaatesen

harnaatisen

harnaatinen

hamaatunen

harnaatiten

harnaatusen

hamaatteyin

. (e)
negat1ve

common ?eraa-ba'?a bl1gaa-ba?a harnaa-ba?a

invariable form

common ?eraan / 1ere bugaan / buge harnaan / ha[lJlge

(ii) interrogative

affirmative

ls

2s

3ms

3.fs(c)

1p. inc. (c)

(c)1p.exc.

2 (c)p

3p (c)

NS(a)

?eraaten

?eraanen

?eraasen

?eraysen

?eraynen

?erawnen

?erayten

'2erawsen

?era~n

bl1gaaten

bugaanen

bugaasen

bl1gaysen

bl1gaynen

brigawnen

bl1gayten

bl1gawsen

bt1ga~n

harnaaten

harnaanen

hamaasen

harnaysen

harnaynen

hamawnen

harnayten

hamawsen

harna~n
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negative
(e)

common ?eraa-ba?a bu~aa-ba?a hamaa-ba2a

4. imperfect past:

(i) declarative

ff" "(f)a 1rmat1ve

ls ?eraatetec bt1gaatetec hamaatetec

2s ?eraatenec bt1gaatenec hamaatenec

3ms 2eraatesec bt1gaatesec hamaatesec

3fs ?eraatisec bt1gaatisec hamaatisec

1p.inc. ?eraatinec bt1gaatinec hamaatinec

1p.exc. ?eraatunec bt1gaatunec hamaatunec

2p ?eraatitec bt1gaatitec hamaatitec

3p ?eraatusec bt1gaatusec hamaatusec

NS(a) ?eraatteec bt1~~atteec hamaatteec

negative
(e)

common ?eraa-ba?esin bt1gaa-ba?esin hamaa-ba2esin

invariable form

common 2eraac bugaac hamaac

(ii) interrogative

affirmative r.f)

ls ?eraatec bt1gaatec hamaatec

2s ?eraanec bt1gaanec hamaanec

3ms ?eraasec bt1gaasec hamaasec

3fs (c) ?eraysec bt1gaysec hamaysec

lp.inc.
(c)

?eraynec bt1gaynec hamaynec

lp.exc.
(c)

?erawnec bt1gawnec hamawnec

2p(c) ?eraytec bt1gaytec hamaytec
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3p(c) ?erawsec bl1gawsec hamawsec

NS(a) ?eraac bl1gaac hamaac

negative
(e)

common ?eraa-ba?asin bugaa-ba?asin hamaa-ba?asin

5. future:

(i) declarative

affirmative

ls ?eratteten bl1g6tteten hamatteten

2s ?erattenen bl1g6ttenen hamattenen

3ms ?erattesen bl1g6ttesen hamattesen

3fs 7erattisen bl1g6ttisen hamattisen

1p.inc. Zerattinen bl1g6ttinen hamattinen

1p.exc. 2erattunen bl1g6ttunen hamattunen

2p ?erattiten bl1g6ttiten hamattiten

3p ?erattusen bl1g6ttusen hamattusen

NS(a) ?eratteyen bl1g6tteyen hamatteyen

common ?erendl-ba?e bl1gendi-ba?e ham~ndi-ba?e

/ ?era?e / bl1ga?e I hama?e

invariable form

?eren bugen hammen

(ii) interrogative

affirmative

ls ?eraten bl1goten hamaten

2s ?eranen bl1gonen hamanen

3ms ?erasen bl1gosen hamasen

3+"s(c) ?eraysen bl1goysen hamaysen.I
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1p.inc.
(c)

?~raynen bl1goynen h~maynen

1p.exc.
(c)

?~rawnen bl1gownen hamawnen

2p(c) ?erayten bl1goyten hamayten

3p(c) ?erawsen bl1gowsen hamawsen

NS(a) ?erayen bl1goyen hamayen

negative
(e)

common ?erendi-ba?a bugendi-ba?a hamendi-ba?a

/ ?era?a / buga?a / hama?a

6. imperative:

f f i · (g)a 1rmat1ve

28 ?er~ bl1ga hamm~

2p ?er~yt bl1gayt hammayt

negative
(h)

28 ?eri-dok bl1gi-dok ha[IJ]gi-dok

2p ?eri-dokkit bl1gi-dokkit ha[T)lgi-dokkit

7. jussive:

affirmative

18 ?er~n bl1g~n hamman

38 ?er6 bl1g6 hamm6

1p.inc. ?eriin bl1giin hammiin

1p.exc. ?er60 bl1g60 hamm60

3p ?eraw bugaw hammaw

negative

corroizon ?er~2a bl1ga?a hama?a

Notes to the paradigms:

The NS (non-specific) subject pronoun forms appear to be used only
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when the sentence seems to contain an overt subject NP ( later to be

analysed as a syntactically independent topic), e.g.

har~ samess 2a~i h~y?6tteyin

(The) man who bought a donkey died

However, while the form with the specific pronoun, i.e., h~y?6ttesin

he died, could stand in the appropriate context (where the subject is

understood) as an acceptable single word sentence, this would not be

the case for h~y?6tteyin. A proper explanation of the NS form is

postponed until §3.2.

Very frequently, the y of NS forms undergoes elision; this is expeci­

ally noticeable in the imperfect and future paradigms. Nevertheless,

the underlying form of this (dummy) pronominal clitic has certainly to

be analysed as jy j • A Y ([ j] ) is clearly to be heard in all forms

in the closely related Zargulla dialect.

(b) Both declarative and interrogative negatives in all perfect paradigms

appear to be based on the short perfect.

(a) Attention is directed to the glides in these forms. Comparison with

the corresponding members of the declarative paradigm shows that these

glides derive from the underlying vowels which are initial in these

particular clitic pronouns; cf. §1.6.2., §2.4.l.(ii).

(d) A number of affirmative paradigms of the perfect aspect contain an

element -idd-. This element should, I think, be recognized as con­

taining a reflex of the Proto-Omotic verb formative *d which is dis­

cussed in Hayward,1984b~f. also the identification of this element in

the irregular verbs described in §2.6.3.). What the preceding vocalic

element (i.e., the i) represents (either synchronically or diachronic­

ally) is not at all clear, though one is tempted to see the palatality

as an indicator of perfect aspect.
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(e) It will be noted that the negatives of all indicative forms have (at

least as one of their options) a compound paradigm containing some

form of the verb ba?-, which, as an independent lexical verb, has the

meaning not to be / exist.

(f) Attention is directed to the final -c element in these paradigms. It

is further to be noted that a -cca component in the past tense copu­

lar forms has been recorded for Koyra (Hayward, 1982: 233-4).

(g) While the endings of the affirmative imperative forms are readily com­

pared with those found in their Koyra counterparts (cf. Hayward, 1982:

251), there is no sign of the labial velar glide which precedes these

endings in Koyra. Comparative evidence (cf. Cerulli, 1938b:24; Plazi­

kowsky-Brauner, 1950: 74ff.) requires us to consider this glide as

archaic.

(h) The negative imperative is most interesting; the auxiliary dokk-

has obviously to be connected with the South Ornotic Aari verb described

in Ch.8 §2.7.2.5.). Other Ometo languages (for which we have data)

appear to have reflexes of an ancestral formative to be reconstructed

as something like *-opp.

§2.6.3. IRREGULAR VERBS:

In addition to the existential verb ye s-A- (described at the end of

this section) six verbs having somewhat irregular morphology have been noted.

All of them are common verbs of frequent occurrence; they translate as: come~

eat~ heap~ say~ bping~ and pun away. On comparative grounds, it seems likely

that "the idiosyncrasies displayed by these verbs have arisen on account of

their having a root-final glide or vowel. I shall not attempt here to esta­

blish invariant underlying forms for these verbs, but simply present and

discuss as much of their allomorphy as the material available permits.
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There are certain characteristics common to all six verbs that makes

it possible to consider themas adistinct set for descriptive purposes.

These properties are:

1. In the long perfect, there is a stem-final t or tt. This precedes

the post-thematic vowel, which for each of the verbs under considerat­

ion is a (i.e., they all belong to the A class).5l

2. A d or dd element appears before the -i suffix of the short perfect

(cf. §2.6.2.2. Note (d)).

3. In the imperative and jussive, a glide, y(y) or w, appears before

the endings, which latter are regular. The same glides also appear

preceding stem extensions beginning with vowels. From the point of

view of a synchronic analysis, it might seem feasible, in some cases,

to derive these glides as epenthetic insertions between vowels of

differing tongue heights, for it will be recalled that Zayse does not

permit vowel sequences (cf. §1.4.). Where the vowel is i, a palatal

glide is inserted, in other cases w (the non-syllabic congener of the

epenthetic vowel; cf. §1.6.l.) is inserted. However, rather idiosyn­

cratic length alternations which affect both the root vowel and the

glide in an apparently uncorrelated way suggest that these glide alt­

ernants are deeply morphologized. Moreover, the verb eat exhibits

qualitative alternations of the root vowel, and in run away~ the yy

in the imperative is quite unmotivated on phonological grounds.

The features discussed here, and others, are available for inspection

in the representative forms set out in the following table.
52

Table 7

long perfect (3ms)

short perfect

imperative (2s)

come bring eat

yettattesin ?eettattesin muutattesin

yeedi ?eedi muudi

yewa ?eewa miya
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invariable forms:

perfect

imperfect

future

perfect past

imperfect past

extended stems:

yeen / yeedi ?een

yewaan ?eewaan

yewen ?eewen

yeeddic ?eeddic

yewaac ?eewaac

muun

miyaan

miyen

muuddic

miyaac

in -us

in -utt

yewus-

yewutt-

hear

?ewus

?ewutt-

muuss-

miyutt-

53pun away

long perfect (3ms) siittattesin yittattesin baattattesin

short perfect

imperative (2s)

invariable forms:

siidi

siva

yidi baadi

yiyya / yiiya bayya

perfect

imperfect

future

perfect past

imperfect past

extended stems:

in -us / -s

in -utt

siin

siyaan

siyen

siiddic

siyaac

siiss-

siyutt-

yin

yiyyaan

yiyyen

yiddic

yiyyaac

. 54
Y1S-

yiyutt-

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

The existential verb is yes-A-. It is highly idiosyncratic in its

behaviour. As in certain other Ethiopian languages, perfect forms have im-

perfect (or "present state") meanings. The long perfect does not take bound

subject pronouns after -tte, and is, therefore, a single invariable form.

Nor does the main verb marking element (or final predication marker) -i-n

(cf. discussion towards the end of §2.6.2.) occur. Thus:



e.g.

313

long perfect (all persons)

short perfect

?a~! kar~ yes~tte

There is a person in the house

yes~tte

yes!

No other forms of yes-A- were encountered - at least, no overt ones.

Nevertheless, I believe that it is important for structural reasons to re-

cognize certain "covert occurrences" of the existential verb. For example,

in focussed PP's having a locative/existential sense, there is no phonetic-

ally realized form of yes-A-! e.g.

?6t~ ?oommottesen

water-pot-gen. underpart-cop.-3ms pron.-final pred. marker

It is under the water-pot that it (he) is

cp. mandara~apattes yeen

village-loc.-from-cop.-3ms pron came-final pred. marker

It is from in the village that he came

Since the final verb of a sentence containing a focussed NP or PP is one of

the "invariable forms", which are based on the relative verb stem (for the

arguments for this, see §3.2.), it is hypothesized that the existential verb

lacks a relative form. 55 Thus, in a sentence such as the first of the two

above, the final predication marker has no verb to attach to, and so attaches

to the next word to its left.

Negation is accomplished suppletively by means of b~?e he/she/

is not present.

yes-A- is employed in one type of expression of possession; a post-

positional clitic (cf. §2.l.4.3.) attaches to the logical subject, which is

in the absolutive, e.g.

t~aro yes~tte

me-to exists

I have
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§2.6.4. COMPOUND VERBS:

Com?ound verb formations consisting of an uninf1ecting lexical compo-

nent followed by an inflecting form of a verb with the independent lexical

meaning say or do are a ty?ica1 feature of the Ethiopian language area (cf.

Ferguson, 1970), and Zayse is not without this. In su~h compounds, the com-

pounding (i.e., say) verb itself functions simply as a bearer of inf1ection-

a1 marking, and seldom retains much lexical content of its own. In the

Zayse forms that were collected, the compounding verb displays a degree of

structural reduction (in comparison with say as a main verb) that suggests

it is to be regarded as enclitic. Some typical examples (illustrated as

short perfect forms) are the following:

?elleydi move / travel rapidly~ cf', ?elle fast

bo?eydi become bal.d, ci', bo?a bald

wul?eydi become .flats cf', w111?a plain

?er6ydi obey~ agree~ cf', ?er6 al.r-iqht , O.K.

maleydi become beautiful , cj', ma l aade beautiful

Similar compounds based on forms derived from verb roots have also been

noted. 56 They seem to be particularly characteristic of the final verb

phrase in conjoined verb structures, e.g.

ha[~]gfitta maak'oyya (= maak'o + yiyya)

go!-and returning say!

Go and come back!

yeedfitta muuttayya (= muutta + yiyya)

come!-and

Come and eat!

(See also §2.6.6.)

eating say!

Mention is made of another formation involving say, which has to be

distinguished from the preceding one. It consists of a verbal noun / infin-

itive followed by say, and is used to express the notion that an event or



he / she / etc. was about to go

she / I / etc. was about to give birth

he / she / etc. was about to enter

he / she / etc. is about to settle~

remain~ live~ be (exist)

he is about to go

~e a~e about to go

I am about to eat
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action is just about to take place, e.g.

hame yidi

yello yidi

gelo yidi

?arda yidi

yessa vidi

hame yaatisen

hame yaatinen

miye yaateten

§2.6.5. INFINITIVES:

To the limited extent that the subject has been investigated, it app-

ears that infinitives are formed according to the following rules:

1. Verbs of the 0 class form their infinitives by means of a suffix -e.

2. Verbs of the A class form their infinitives by means of a suffix -0.

3. In the great majority of cases, infinitive forms have stem-final accent.

The stem shape employed as base in infinitive formation is not to be ident­

ified as that found in forms such as the affirmative declarative perfect.

It could be argued that the formation of infinitives involves a morphologic­

ally determined process of degemination which may affect a stem-final gemi­

nate. However, in the discussion of this alternation (§Z.6.l.l.), it was

observed that this is a lexically determined phenomenon, for not all verbs

with stem-final geminates have alternants with single consonants. This lack

of predictability requires the use of a diacritic the conventions for which

have been given in the section referred to.

Some examples of infinitives of S5 verbs are the following:

bay'le

860le

c'60d'e

bay?-O- split

8001-0- ebr-ip, peel (tr.)

C' ood ' (d ' ) -0- chop up
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d'uu?e d'uu?-O- burst

?ac'e ?ac' (c' )-0- tie

w6oto woot-A- hoe

b6oko book(k)-A- dig

?ac'o 'lac' (c' )-A- reap

mas'o mas'-A- pick

'Z6yco Zoyc-A- twist

The irregular verbs (cf. §2.6.3.) often seem to form infinitives after

the patterns of both 0 and A classes; their tonal patterns are also unpred-

ictable, viz.

y~wo / yew~ to come hamo / ham~ to go

?~ewo / ?eewe to bring ?epo / ?epe to take

d'abo / d'abe to leave sfye to hear

yfyye to say mfye to eat

Unfortunately, only a few examples of sentences containing infinitives

were collected. As might be expected, infinitives take an -i nominative

when in subject function. e.g.

(use ta[j] 1eehatteyin

I shall like to drink

hamettet worge

to-go-cop.-ls prone want

It is to go that I want

mfy~tten worge

to eat-cop.-2s prone want

It is to eat that you want

mod6 ?use[j] 16'?6tte

beer to drink-nom. good-cop.

To drink beer is good
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16?0 ba?e

To uproot (somethinq) is not good

Finally, mention should be made of another type of verbal noun, which

seems to be formed only sporadically. This form is consonant-final in the

abso1utive, and observation of its nominative form reveals that this stem­

final consonant is always geminate; the abso1utive form itself is accounted

for by word-final degemination (cf. §1.6.3.). Furthermore, in some cases,

the final geminate consonant differs from the single or geminate consonant

found in the verbal stem(s). This suggests that the formation of this verb­

al noun type involves suffixation of a consonant which may occasion assimi­

latory behaviour across the morpheme boundary. Examination of the following

examples suggests that the suffix may be - or may once have been - -s or -s ;

But the data is insufficient to establish this.

verbal noun (nominative)

mas~1 mas-A- pick

?U881 ?U8-0- drink

k6~s1 kos ' (s' )-0- uproot

86cc1 80d(d)-O- uproot

bays~1 bay?-O- split

c'60ccf C' ood' (d ' )-0- chop up

tussf tup-O- pZant

buss1 / bl1~~f bud-O- sow

d'uussf d'uu?-O- burst

?accf ?ac' (c' )-A- reap

?acci ?ac' (c' )-0- tie

§2.6.6. NON-FINAL VERB FORMS AND SOME TYPES OF VERB CONJUNCTION:

Non-final verbs in chains of two or more VP's having a common subject

(i.e., a syntactic situation where Amharic would employ the converb form)
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tend to appear in the short perfect form. The overall aspect / tense sett-

ing of the sentence is determined by the form of the final verb. e.g.

?e-?asi geli ?utti

the man-nom. having entered having sat down

muudi geh~ttesin / gehi

having eaten he slept (long perf.) / slept (short perf.)

The man having returned home, sat down, (and) eaten,

went to sleep

In some cases that were noted, the final verb closing the sentence was the

appropriate aspect / tense form of say which itself seemed to be semantic-

ally quite empty. e.g.

?e-?asi muudi ?usi

the man-nom. having eaten having drunk

gehi yiyy~atisen

slept (short perf.) say-imperf.-cop.-3ms pron.-PPM

The man having eaten (and) drunk, sleeps

A conjunctive element -itta (underscored in the illustrative examples) may

be added to the penultimate short perfect form, and to this the copula and a

clitic subject pronoun may further be attached, thus giving this penultimate

verb the structure of a complex paradigm form. However, what the signifi-

cance of such forms are in terms of the analysis of focus suggested in this

study is far from understood. e.g.

~ . 57yesa ylyyen

dwell/exist say-fut.

t~[j]

I-nom.

g~de

land

sa[~]gi

buying

maaco ?ekkiittattet

wife take {short perf.)-'and'­

cop.-ls prone

I will buy land, take a wife, and settle

?e-maaga[j] geliittattes

the chief-nom. enter {short perf.)-'and'-cop.-3ms pron

?utt6 yiyyen57

sit down say-fut.
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The chief will enter and sit down

It will be noted that in such examples, the final verb does not contain a

short perfect form but rather a form identifiable simply as stem + post-the­

matic vowel. The significance of this is taken up in §3.2.

Pairs of conjoined imperatives may stand in simple independence, e.g.

yewa mfya

Come! Eat!

hamma maak'a

Go! (and) Return!

Alternatively, the first may appear in the short perfect form together with

-iitta: in which case, the second verb has the structure just described,

i.e., stem + post-thematic vowel; and this is followed by the imperative of

say. e.g.

yeediitta muutta yiyya

Come and eat!

ha[~]~fitta m~ak'o yiyya

Go and return.'

§3. NOTES ON THE GRAMMAR - SYNTAX:

§3.l. PHRASE AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE:

In general, Zayse appears to be a language which fulfils the "S-O-V"

stereotype. The head of every phrasal construction occurs in final position,

viz. nominal determiners and complements all precede the noun: phrasal comp­

lements precede postpositions or verbs in PP's and VP's respectively; "main"

verbs precede "auxiliary" verbs, etc. Nevertheless, much remains to be dis­

covered with respect to ordering constraints between the various dependent

categories within phrases. Within NP's, the data collected suggests that

determiners (articles, deictics, possessives) precede numerals, adjectives,

relative clauses, etc., but other possible orderings were not checked: nor



320

were the logically possible differences of ordering between numerals, adjec­

tives, relative clauses, etc. tested for acceptability. Similarly, the mut­

ual ordering relationships of different types of phrasal complements of the

verb remain to be explored.

In spite of the strict observation of a "head-last" syntactic type

as far as phrases are concerned, there are many obvious violations of the

type when we consider sentences. It is not the case that all clauses are

verb-final. And, furthermore, it will be argued in the next section that

many sentences that appear to have verbs finally do not really have that

structure. These and other anomalies are a result of the all important

effect of syntactic re-arrangements concerned with focus. It would scarcely

be going too far to say that an understanding of focus is the key to Zayse

syntax. The time available for investigating focus, indeed, for syntax gen­

erally, was very limited, and much of the hypothesis advanced here for foc­

us structures in Zayse was developed in Britain, long after the corpus was

collected - and with no further access to a native speaker. Consequently,

questions of the sort that would confirm or disconfirm aspects of the analy­

sis must remain unanswered until further fieldwork can be undertaken. Never­

theless, although necessarily tentative and, perhaps in part, speculative, I

feel that the analysis offered in the following section has the virtue of

descriptive unity, for it draws together a number of rather pecuilar pheno­

mena in the grammar of the language and provides accounts for them in terms

of a simple underlying construction which is operated upon by a few very

simple t~ansformational rules.

§3.2. FOCUS:

Zayse syntax appears to distinguish in a formal way just four situ­

ations with regard to focus, viz.

1. Sentences in which no constituent is focussed, e.g.
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ta[j] w60tas de[~]gi

I -riom • farmer saw

I saw a farmer

2. Sentences in which the subject NP is focussed, e.g.

w60tasutte yewe

farmer-cop. comes

It is a farmer who comes58

3. Sentences in which some complement phrase (NP or PP) is focussed, e.g.

a. w60tasuttet demin

farmer-cop.-ls prone saw-FPM

It was a farmer whom I saw

b. ziginettet bahe samin

yesterday-cop.-ls prone gpain bought-FPM

It was yesterday that I bought grain

c. keesugattet gelin

house-into-cop.-ls prone entered-FPM

It was into the house that I entered

4. Sentences in which the verb itself is focussed, e.g.

ta[j] w60tas dematteyin

I-nom. farmer saw-cop. -NS pnon, -FPM

or w60tas demattetin

farmer saw-cop.-ls pron-FPM

I SAW a farmer

(Note: FPM = final predication marking elements)

What the last three situations (i.e., the sentences having focussed constit-

uents) have in common is the attachment of the clitic copula to the head of

the focussed phrase. What distinguishes the sentences in 3. and 4. from the

one in 2. is the presence of a clitic subject pronoun following the copula;

and what distinguishes the sentences in 3. from those in 4. is the location
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of the FPM elements (-i-n in the examples given): in 3. the FPM are final

in the verb form, while in 4., although they are still the final elements

in the complex paradigm verb forms shown here, they follow the copula + pro­

nominal sequence.

The preceding similarities and differences are very obvious. But

there are some less obvious similarities and differences, which relate to

the verb stems. The (invariable form) verh stems found in the sentences

containing a focussed NP or PP constituent are all of the same kind. In

discussing similarities and differences in stem shapes, it is well to recall

the account in §2.6.l.l., where it was explained that stem alternations are

wi tnessed only in some verbs. In the above sentences, for example) the verbs

see and buy would have strikingly distinct stem shapes if they we~e to app­

ear in sentences lacking a focussed constituent (type 1. above), viz.

de[IJ]g- and sa[~]g- respectively. The verb enier, however, and many

other verbs would have the same stem shape in sentences illustrating any

type of focus situation - including one of no focus. Furthermore, it turns

out that the stem shape found in verbs in sentences having a focussed NP or

PP is identical to that found in the relative clause form of the verb. Thus,

in the cases of see and buy above, we find the stems dem- and sam-, and

it is these same stems that we find in the relative clause forms of these

verbs; thus:

har~ sam~(ss) 1a~ ...

the man who bought a donkey .

maah~ dem~(ss) bisso .

the woman who saw a leopard .

(*sa[YJlge(ss))

(*de[u]ge(ss))

This identification receives especial support from a consideration of future

relative forms, for the stems of those verbs that show single ~ geminate

alternations of the final consonant have the geminate alternant in the fut­

ure. Thus, in sentences having NP focus such as
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b a l:~ saml'Tl6 n de

tomorrow-cop. -2s prone grain 7Jill buy

It is tomorrow that you will buy grain

sapaattet hamme nde

river-loc.-co/.-ls Dron. will go

It is to the river that I will go

we observe the stem alternants samm- and hamm-, and it is precisely these

that occur in the future relatives of these verbs, e.g.

bahe .... 59 ."'''sammendess blSSO 0 0 0

the woman who will buy qruin ...

hammendess 59 ?as 00.

the man who will go...

(Once again, it is to be rec~110rl t~:at not all v~rbs shew this alt~rnation;

thus, g e Le nde s s t the one ioho iai t.l. enter <*gellendessi) 0) 0

Clearly. sentences such as those exemp l i f i ed in types 2 and 3 (I sba l l

consi~er type 4 l~ter) are structurally odd. The fact that they have medi-

~l occurrences of the copula to which (in case 3.) may be cliticized a pro-

nominal which is often the only overt subject of the sentence can hardly be

said to conform to the S-O-V prototype - unless such sentences can be anal-

ysed as surface derivatives of underlying sentences more in conformity with

that prototype. Recognition of the fact that final verbs in sentences con-

taining focussed NP's or PP's are formally similar to relative clause verbs

offers a key to just such an analysis. Many of the basic assumptions and

arguments of the analysis to be advanced here are identical to those of ana-

60lyses of the syntax of focus proposed first for Somali (Saeed, 1982 ), and

subsequently applied to Arbore (Hayward, 19R4a·l06-l26) and to a comparison

of the focus structures of Somali and Dirayta (Hayward and Saeed, 1984).

However, in order to keep this section as brief as possible, I shall restrict

myself to the bare bones of the argument, on the assumption that those who
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are interested in an extended discussion will have recourse to the above

mentioned works.

One type of structure that occurs extremely frequently in Ethiopian

languages is a so-called "free" or "headless" relative clause. Such clauses

translate into English as ... the one who... ~ ... the thing which ... ~ etc.

,{hen such structures function as subjects of nominal predicate sentences

such as,

hargessl. t:i bisatte

became sick-sbr.-nom. my daughter-cop.

The one who got sick was my daughter

(Note: sbr. = subordinator)

one feels intuitively that the predicate NP is focussed. It is probably

safe to say that from the point of view of discourse, the verb of the rela-

tive clause (and any complement(s) it may have) is already part of the back-

ground information shared by speaker and hearer. It is easy to see how, in

such a sentence, the copula itself would seem virtually to take on the gram­

matical role of marking its complement NP as focussed.
6l

The structure of

the above sentence is assumed to be as in Figure 1. (The internal structure

of the relative clause shows NP's indexed for coreferentiality.62)

-tte

VP

/-------NP V

I
CoP.

ta bisa

Fig. 1

(A nominative case marker, -i, would subsequently be assigned to the subject

NP to yield hargessi.)

A transformational rule of "Focus Fronting" (cf. Saeed, 1984: Ch.4)



325

which shifts the VP containing the focussed element to the front of the sen-

tence is now invoked, which creates a structure identical in the main to

that of sentences having what was termed a focussed "subject" (i.e., type 1.).

Consequent upon Focus Fronting, the -ss subordinator of the relative clause

is deleted.

Eharge-ss

J
(/J

s

~~
VP NP

.r>. />:L col. L NP

- Ita bisa -tte

Fig. 2

This is not the entire story, for we have yet to account for the re-

placement of the aspect-rnarking vowel of the relative verb (-e in the pre-

sent case) by the elements of the PPM. This will be postponed until after

we have considered the derivation of sentences in which some other constitu-

ent is focussed. It will nevertheless be appreciated that this analysis ex-

plains: (a) how we come to have a (copula) verb in mid-sentence, and (b) why

the verb form that appears sentence-finally necessarily has the stem shape

of a relative clause verb. It is now relevant to point out another piece of

evidence for the rule of Focus Fronting.

The type of sentence we have been considering was described as having

a focussed subject NP. Now, in Zayse, all subject NP's are invariably

marked as having nominative case (cf. §2.l.4.l.)~ even a headless relative

clause has nominative marking (cf . hargessf above). The one exception to

this, however, arises in the case of focussed suoject NP's. But this is

precisely what our analysis predicts, for underlyingly a focussed "subject"

is not a subject at all; it is a copular complement, and. as such, stand~

in the unmarked absolutive form.
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One final point concerns content question words that appear in what

we have been calling "subject" focus sentences. From section §2.4.3., it

will be recalled that though the copula has a distinct overt form (i.e.,-wa)

for polar interrogative sentences, it has a zero realization in the context

of sentences containing content question words. (Cf. also the argument con­

cerning interrogative verb forms in §2.6.2.). From the point of view of foc-

us, it is assumed that phrases containing content question words are necess­

arily focussed. Even though content question words like 160 who? and ?aa

what? in sentences such as 160 yewe who came? and ?aa wayye What hap-

pened? do not appear with an overt copula, the evidence that they require an

identical analysis to other sentences having "subject" focus is that the verb

forms that occur are relatives. Especially interesting is an alternative

form given for the above sentence, viz. ?60d~ yewe Who came? , where I

would tentatively suggest that -de is a fossil of an earlier Omotic verb to

be (cf. Hayward, 198~b)63 My 1983 informant also provided the following sen-

tence
yeeddessf 100den

who?-cop.-FPM

The one who came~ who was it?

which has virtually the form we would hypothesize as the sentence underlying

160 (/ ?60de) yewe. One superficial difference between them is easily

explained by the fact that the verb come is irregular and has two relative

verb stem variants for the perfect, viz. yewe / yeedde.

The structure of sentences in which some complement is focussed can

be generated by essentially the same analysis, but here, in addition to Foc­

us Fronting and deletion of the -ss subordinating marker on the relative

verb (together with its replacement by FPM elements), it is necessary to

account for the bound subject pronoun which follows the copula in the focus­

sed phrase. Since the focussed element has to be coreferential not with the

subject but with a complement of the relative verb, it is necessary to posit
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some other entity as subject of the verb. I suggest that all such relative

clauses have as their subjects one of the lexical personal pronouns (cf.

§2.4.l.). Fnr example, for a senbence such as

sapaatten hamaan

river (Zoc.) -cop. -28 pron, going-PPM

It's to the river that you're going

an underlying nominal predicate sentence structure similar to that of Figure

1 is posited, viz.

-ttesapaaE

s

~------NP VP

~~ -<:
S Npa NP V________<, I

NP VP Cop.

1~1
Prone NP V

I I I
ne ~ hamaa-ss

Fig. 3

Focus Fronting then yields the structure in Figure 4.

Fig. 4 s

~------VP NP

/ -, /-----
NP V S NP

I
Cop.

I
sapaa -tte ne hamaa-ss E

The eventual surface form of the focussed phrase is attained by means of

leftward cliticization of the subject pronoun of the relative clause. As

in many other cases of cliticization, certain phonological adjustments are

necessary; in the present case (and for certain others of the pronouns), de-

letion of the final vowel of the form is all that is required. Of course,

such a rule seems to involve movement across a major constituent boundary,
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but the operation is phonological only, and the real syntactic constituency

remains unaltered, viz.

Fig. 5 NP

I

66
sapaatte ne hamaass

~
e:p

syntactic

phonological

The same analytic apparatus seems adequate for infinitival complement

expressions such as the following (cf. :2.6.4.).

hamettet worge

to go-cop.-ls prone want

It is to go I want

Moreover, the only additional thing requiring recognition in the analysis as

a consequence of sentences such as

kr~stennattes kap6 gwiidin

bow-with-cop.-3ms prone bird hit-FPM

It was with a bow that he hit the bird

is that the phrase structure rules should allow PP's as complements of the

copula in the underlying equative clause structures which serve as input to

Focus Fronting.

A very real problem, however, seems to be raised by a sentence such

as ?esa kallonnattet gwiidin

him stick-with-cop.-ls prone hit-FRM

It is with a stick that I hit him

which was given as an acceptable variant for

kal16nnattet ?esa gwiidin

The problem is that 2esa him appears far outside the relative clause site
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posited for it. Moreover, a further variant which I suggested, viz.

~esa kallonnattet 2esa gwiidin

was rejected as unacceptable. Clearly, a rule which could move the pronoun

away from its containing clause would appear to explain the complementarity

of its distribution. But, any attempt to derive this variant by means of a

movement rule would, of course, constitute a breach of a generalization

about the structural possibilities of human languages so well recognized as

to have been codified as a constraint of Universal Grarnrnar.
64

An alternative proposal would be to account for the sentence-initial

?esa as some sort of extrasentential element such as a topic. In fact,

this is the line of explanation I shall follow. But having now broached the

problem - and having hinted at a possible solution - it is necessary to in-

troduce other data which, even more flagrantly, seem to undermine the anal-

ysis I have been forwarding. Thus:

la.

lb.

2a.

2b.

3a.

?e-?a~1 kee~kdtte gelin

the man-nom. house-in-cop. entered-PPM

It was into the house that the man entered

keeskattes gelin

house-in-cop.-3ms prone entered-PPM

It was into the house that he entered

tai sapaatte hamaan

I-nom. river (loc.)-cop. going-PPM

It is to tne river that I'm going

sapaattet hamaan

river (loc.)-cop~-ls prone going-PPM

It is to the river that I'm going

?i-busu?a[j] w6ragapatte kesin

the animat-nom. forest-loc.-from-cop. going / coming out-PPM

It was from within the forest that the animal emerged
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w6ragapattis kesin

forest-Zoc.-from-cop.-3fs pron. going / coming out-FPM

It was from within the forest that it (Zit. "she") emerged

ha bahe samaass bissol ziginette yeedde

this grain she-buys-sbr. woman-nom. yesterday-cop. came

It was yesterday that this woman who is buying grain came

ziginettis yeedde

yesterday-cop.-3fs pron. came

It was yesterday that she came

Two things emerge very clearly here: first, that full expanded NP's may pre-

cede the focussed phrase, and, unlike the case of initial ?8sa considered

above (which is a direct object complement of the relative verb, and so stands

in the absolutive form), these NP's are marked as nominatives; second, that

the presence of such pre-focussed phrase "subjects" correlates with the abs-

ence of a clitic subject pronoun following the copula.

As far as the first point is concerned, the behaviour of Zayse is no

more aberrant than Somali or Arbore, for the focus structures of which anal-

yses substantially the same as the one pro?osed here have been maintained.

In both these languages, pre-focussed phrase NP's have been handled as insta-

nces of base generated pre-sentential topics. Applying this approach to

Zayse would mean that we analyse the form underlying la. (i.e., prior to

Focus Fronting) in the following way.

NP

Fig. 6 s

------~TOP S

------------<,CaMP S

.i->--------NP VP

~~ ~~
S NP PP V

r-: N~""P .;
~ III

?e-?as(i) ?esa ~eless E (i) kees ga -tte

t t
nom. nom.
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As indicated in Fig. 6, subsequent nominative marking, which occurs at the

end of subject NP's, could appear twice in this sentence, and whatever happ­

ens in terms of constituent re-arrangement within S (as brought about by Foc­

us Fronting), nominative marking on the topic NP remains. It would be mis-

leading, however, to give an impression that this phenomenon occurs only in

constructions concerned in some way with focus: we may note it in such as the

following.

?e-?asl

the man-nom.

yewaceecessi

came-neg.-sbr.-nom.

hay?6tteyin

he died

The man~ the one who did not come died

alongside ?e-yewac~ecess ?a~f

the come-neg.-sbr. man-nom.

The man who did not come died

h~y?6tteyin

he died

Similar "double subject" NP's are a commonplace feature of Somali, where

topics which are semantically interpretable as coreferential with the sent­

ence-internal pronominal subject may receive nominative marking. For example,

in ninkani awr buu keenay

man-this-nom. he-camel FOCUS-3ms prone he brought

This man~ it is a he-camel that he brought

both ninkani and uu (cliticized onto and coalesced with the focus particle

baa) are both subjects in concord with keenay. Saeed's explanation of this

runs: "It appears that the topic case phenomenon may be ...

an instance of semantic co-reference interfering with

or perhaps better, over-riding the grammatical agree-

ment rules."
65

(Saeed, 1984: 205)

The second point raised by the observation of sentences 1-4 above,

however, establishes a clear line of demarcation between Zayse and the East

Cushitic languages referred to, for where Zayse does not permit a clitic sub­

ject pronoun if there is a topic co-referential with it, clitic subject
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pronouns in Somali and Arbore are an obligatory feature of all complement

focus structures.
66

I propose, therefore, to handle the non-co-occurrence

facts of Zayse in the following way. Pronouns will be generated as the real

underlying subjects of free relative clauses. If a topic NP precedes the

sentence, and it is interpretable as semantically coreferential with that

pronoun (such that it would receive nominative marking), a rule will be trig­

gered deleting the pronoun. The data collected give no indication of the

point in the derivation at which Pronoun Deletion takes place; it could pre­

cede or follow Focus Fronting. But it seems clear to me that some such rule

must be postulated, for a moment's reflection will show that the reverse of

Pronoun Deletion, i.e., a proposal that a pronoun is inserted by rule, is

quite untenable, for in the absence of a topic (which is precisely the cond­

itions under which the pronouns occur), there would be absolutely no source

for the features necessary to distinguish the inserted pronoun. For the pre­

sent, and with the extremely limited data available, this seems to be the

only solution consonant with the concern to maintain the analysis of focus

proposed here.

Before moving on to consider sentences of type 4, I consider it exped­

ient to present a brief review of what has been achieved by analysing focus

structures in the manner suggested.

There are four distinct assumptions in the analysis, namely: (1) that

focussed constituents originate as VP's consisting of a copula together with

its NP or PP complement; (2) that the subject NP of the predication described

in (1) is a free relative clause; (3) that the subjects of these relative

clauses are lexical pronouns; (4) that the phrase structure rules of the lan­

guage allow for pre-sentential NP topics, the set of which may include items

interpretable semantically as coreferential with the free relative clause

pronominal subjects. Furthermore, three rules have been specifically proposed,

namely: Focus Fronting - a syntactic transformation moving the object
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described in (1) in front of the object described in (2); Pronoun Deletion

- a syntactic deletion affecting a subject pronoun of the type described in

(3) if the semantic coreferentiality of it and a topic (as described in (4))

obtains; Pronoun Cliticization - a phonological rule attaching a subject pro-

noun leftwards onto the copula after Focus Fronting has taken place. Taken

together these proposals provide a unified answer to a number of otherwise

unconnected problems.

Firstly, an explanation is found for why the final verb in a sentence

containing a focussed constituent (what in §2.6.2. was termed "the invariable

form") has properties otherwise found only in relative clause verbs. Secondly,

it explains why the item -tte, which has many of the syntactic properties

of verbs, should be found in syntactic positions completely atypical of verbs.

Thirdly, the relative clause origin hypothesized for the subject pronouns

accounts for the fact that sentences with complement focus have, while sent-

ences with sUbject focus do not have, clitic pronouns, for in the latter,

relativization (cf. §3.3.), which operates by deleting a clausal pronoun co-

referential to its (antecedent) NP head, will have ensured that that pronoun

is absent, viz.

Fig. 7

pro

~
In cases of complement focus, however, the subject pronoun survives, for in

such cases, the clausal pronoun affected by relativization is not the subject,

viz.
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Fig. 8

The obvious alternative to the present analysis is to say that -tte

is a focus marker which attached to the focussed constituent. If it could

be suoported, such an alternative would, of course, be far simpler. But

apart from conceptual simplicity, this proposal has nothing to recommend it

The analysis of -tte as a "peripatetic" focus marker provides an explanation

for only one of the odd distributional facts accounted for so straightforward-

ly in the analysis offered here, i.e., ex hypothesi, the focus marker analysis

"explains" why -tte follows the focussed constituent; but it explains nothing

else. A further difficulty attaching to to this analysis is that if we see

-tte as a focus marker, we are surely obliged to provide an explanation for

why the morphologically determined allomorphy of this element (i.e., -tte /

-te / C/J) is identical in terms of both form and distribution to that of the

copula. I see quite intractable problems in the focus marker approach.

Sentences of 4 such as

taf w6ota~ dematteyin

I SAW a farmer

in which it is claimed that the verb itself is focussed, would, on first in-

spection, appear to require a substantially different analysis to the one

proposed for subject ~nd c.om~lement focus sentences. The only superflcially

apparent similarity between verb focus sentences, with complex paradigm forms

(CPF's), and other focus sentences consists in the presence at some point of a

sequence copula + subject pronoun. Nevertheless, I believe it is possible

to argue for the same analysis for all focus sentences.
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One key to understanding subject / complement focus sentences was

the identification of the sterns of the final verb forms of those sentences

as those of relative verbs. Tn the present case, there is no separate "final"

verb word; all we have is the CPF itself, and in this there is a verb stern,

but it precedes the copula, and does not always have the shape expected for

a relative verb - in particular, it does not have a geminate final consonant

in the future for those verbs that have this feature. On the other hand,

the verb stems in the CPF's can consistently be said to have the shape of

(deverbative) derived nominals, such as the infinitive. This may be confirm-

ed by inspection of the following table in which are set out the stems found

in short perfect, CPF's, relative clause forms, and infinitive for some verbs

of the type that exhibit stem alternations. (It must again be recalled that

many verbs have invariant stems~ cf. §2.6.1.1.)

Table 8

short all CPF's relative clause infinitive

perfect

ha[lJJg- ham- ham- hamm- ham- go

sa[u]{?;- sam- sam- samm- sam- buy

tukk- tup- tup- tupp- tup- plant

bookk- book- book- ,.", bookk- oook- dig

?ic'c'- ?o"", ?ic' - ~ ?ic' c'- ?o"", throwlC - lC -

Althougn they are hardly convincing in themselves, these observations

about stern shape are at least consistent with a hypothesis that the stern in

CPF's is nominal. Further support for this hypothesis comes from a consider-

ation of the post-thematic vowel. In invoking the post-thematic vowel we

draw attention to another oddity of Zayse. As we have seen (cf. §2.6.1.1.),

post-thematic vowels in Zayse impose a lexical classification on verbs, some

verbs requiring -a, others -0. The arbitrary nature of this division would,

from a comparative standpoint, seem to oblige us to reckon it as archaic.
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Yet, post-thematic vowels in verbs are certainly not a general feature of

Ometo: indeed, to the best of my knowledge, they have not been reported for

any other Ometo language. On the other hand, post-thematic vowels, i.e.,

the so-called "terminal vowels" (TV's), are a regular feature of nominals in

Zayse, and in Ometo generally (cf. Hayward, 1987). The analysis of stem plus

post-thematic vowel as a nominal in Zayse would dispense with what is other­

wise an anomaly in comparative Ometo. This interpretation also explains why

the occurrence of post-thematic vowels within the Zayse verb system is con­

fined to CPF's.67 In the table above, attention was directed to the similar­

ity of stem shape in CPF's and infinitives. Nevertheless, it is not possible

to say that the nominal in CPF's is actually the infinitive, for the TV's of

those inf~nitives recorded in the corpus are never the same as the post-them­

atic vowels for given lexical verbs (cf. §2.6.4.). We have, therefore, to

regard the CPF nominals as distinct forms. This similarity, but non-identity,

of vowels is also observed in Koyra, another Ometo language having CPF's.

The first "verbal" (actually "nominal") form in the CPF's recorded for Koyra

(cf. Hayward, 1982: 252-254) terminates in -a, viz.

18 affirmative declarative imperfect:

18 affirmative interrogative perfect:

kap~kko-ta-kake

kap~-ta-katto

18 affirmative interrogative imperfect: kap~-ta-kake

(The forms exemplified are those of kap- ,...., kat- ,...,. kak- ioatch, guard. The

vowel concerned is underscored. The copula in Koyra is -kko.) Once again,

although the stem of this form can readily be identified as the same as that

found in the infinitive, the TV of the infinitive itself is -e (cf. Hayward,

1982: 259).

Under the hypothesis that the base of a CPF is really a nominal, it

would follow that the first part (underscored) of a form such as

demattetin

I 8A~1
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has a structure just like that of the NP I PP + copula predicate postulated

for sentences with subject or complement focus, viz.

N

I
dem-a

Fig. 9 VP

.r<;
NP V

I I
Cop.

I
-tte

But the claim that verb focus (i.e., CPF's) can be handled in the same way

as subject / complement focus would lead us to expect that the next part of

the structure should consist of a subject pronoun and a relative verb. The

former is certainly there, but there is no obvious sign of the latter.

I believe, nevertheless, that it is possible to maintain that a verb

is there structurally. As support for this claim, we must reconsider locat-

ive predications (cf. §2.6.3.). It will be recalled that there is one verb

in Zayse which has been described as lacking any phonetic manifestation in

sentences in which a location NP or locative PP is focussed, namely the lOC-

ative existential verb to be in / at. Consider

kar~ttesen

house (location)-cop.-3ms pron.-FPM

He is in the house (I& is in the house that he is)

waa~~ef ?6t~gatteyen

water-nom. pot-in-cop.-NS pron.-FPM

Water is in the pot (Water~ it is in &he pot that it is)

saa~'in~ ?oommottisen

box-gen. underpart-cop.-3fs pron.-FRM

It / she is under the box (It is under the box that it is)

(Translations that I consider to express more accurately the focus of these

sentences have been g1ven in parenthesis.)

The oddity of sentences such as the above is that, other than the copula,
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they contain no overt verb. (In the earlier section, this point was made

clear but consideration of its implications was postponed to the present sec-

tion.) Yet, it is only in complement focus sentences such as these, where

we expect a relative verb, that we observe the absence of a verb; thus, com-

pare the first sentence a90ve with

?asl kara yesatte

man-nom. house exists in-cop.

There is a man in the house

The hypothesis be i.ng argued for would assign to the sentence ka.r at t essen a

structure such as the following.

Fig. 10 s

----------------V~ NP

»<>:
S NP

.r>:
NP VP

I I
pron V

I I
karatte 2esa E E

The implications of this are obvious for an analysis of verb focus

sentences, for it enables us to identify the missing verb in CPF's. Moreover,

to say that that verb is the locative existential verb makes good sense from

a semantic point of view, and enables us to provide (admittedly somewhat

"Irish"!) paraphrases for CPF's such as demat t e t i n and hamanen as It is

seeing that I am in and Is it going that you'll be at?

Three matters still remain to be accounted for: 1. the occurrence of

the non-specific pronoun -y in CPF' s ~ 2. the -aa vowel in CPF' s in the imper-

fect; 3. the nature of the PPM.

In terms of its location in CPF's, the non-specific pronoun behaves

just like the other cliticized subject pronouns; but it is in complementary
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distribution with them. It occurs whenever an independent NP sUbject occurs~

in the absence of such an independent NP subject, however, the non-specific

pronoun may not occur, and a specific personal pronoun has to occur, e.g.

tal yiya ?eehatteyin

I-nom. that one like-cop.-NS pron.-PPM

but: yiy~ ?~ehattetin

that one like-cop.-ls pron.-FPM

I LIKE that one

?fsf ?ik'~ratteyin

she-nom. refuse-cop.-NS pron.-FRM

but: ?ik'~rattisin

refuse-cop.-3fs pron.-FPM

She REFUSED

A very straightforward comparison can be made between the appearence of spec­

ific subject pronouns in CPF's and the appearence of specific sUbject pronouns

in sentences with complement focus, and the explanation offered there is en­

tirely relevant here. In the analysis, it has been argued that the true sub­

ject of the relative clause verb in a focus structure is pronominal, and that

independent NP subjects are actually extrasentential. Furthermore, a rule

of Pronoun Deletion was postulated to account for the absence of the pronoun

under conditions of semantic co-referentiality between it and a topic. In

the case of verb focus, i.e., in CPF's, we have exactly the same analysis up

to the point of Pronoun Deletion. At this point, and under the same condit­

ions as for Pronoun Deletion, it is suggested that a rule operates to replace

the lexical pronoun with a dummy pronoun -yo

It was an essential step in the foregoing analysis of verb focus to

claim that the first element in CPF's is nominal, and that this nominal con­

sists of a derived stem + a Terminal Vowel (alias post-thematic vowel), which

is either -a or -0. However, an obvious difficulty for this analysis seems
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to arise in the case of imperfect CPF's, for here, instead of a post-thematic

vowel, we find a uniform element -aa. Now this looks so temptingly like a

relic of the archaic vocalic aspectual marking, that one must consider well

before demolishing it as a potential foundation for further speculation. But

clearly, if the present analysis is to retain its unity, rather than to de­

generate into a series of unconnected and ad hoc explanations, it is necess­

ary to think of a possible nominal origin for this -aa element. In fact, we

do not need to think for long. In §2.1.4.3.-1., I have suggested that Zayse

has nouns terminating in -aa. Moreover, the evidence suggests that nouns in

-aa are often morphological derivatives of more primitive nouns. If now we

hypothesize an extension of the base to which this morphological process

applies, namely to those deverbative nominals in -a and -0 which function

in CPF's, we have a source for the distinct stem which appears in imperfect

aspect CPF's. A further element of support for this identification comes

from the semantics. It was noted in §2.1.4.3.-1. that nouns in -aa have a

distinct locative meaning, and perhaps it is this that makes them the natural

choice for an imperfective predication.

I am unhappy to say that the foregoing discussion of the syntax of

focus appears to have shed no light on what I have been calling the FPM (Fin­

al Predication Marking) elements; these still remain a mystery. If these

sentence-terminal elements were found only at the end of CPF's and focussed

locative predications (as above), it might be possible to suggest that they

were the manifestation of the otherwise phonetically zero relative form of

the existential verb hypothesized for these structures. But, they occur

finally in all sentences with focussed constituents, where they attach to the

(overtly present) final relative verb. The fact that the FPM is in comple-

mentary distribution with the subordinator -ss, found in embedded clause

verb forms, and that the optional absence of the FPM in the perfect parallels

the optional absence of this suffix, does suggest one very tentative specu­

lation as to the linguistic identity of these elements. Many of the East
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Cushitic languages of The Horn have what have traditionally been referred to

as "selectors".68 These particle-like elements appear before verbs, and they

usually display formal differences correlating with predication categories

generally expressed in the verb itself - such as mood, polarity, and aspect

Functionally then, the "selectors" could be said to classify sentence types

(cf. Saeed, 1984: 179ff)and they could be compared to complementizers, though

with the notable difference that, in most cases, they actually precede main

clause verbs. It may be mooted then, that the FPM elements of Zayse are

analogues of the "selectors" of East Cushitic. But even if this proved to

be a sustainable identification, one mystery would simply be substituted for

another, for, as far as I am aware, there exists no theoretically motivated

account of the "selectors" to date.

§3.3. RELATIVE CLAUSES:

Relative clause forms of verbs do not show any inflections for person

or number, though they do take overt marking for other categories such as

aspect, mood and negation. At least for some verbs, there are distinct stems

for relative clause forms. Some exemplification of this point, and discuss­

ions of its significance for explaining focus have appeared earlier in this

study (cf. §2.6.2. and §3.2.). Below are listed the forms of those verbs

for which perfect, imperfect, and future relative forms were systematically

elicited.
69

perfect

hame(ss)

s601e(ss)

c'6od'e(ss)

buge(ss)

?ac'e(ss)

?§.c'~(ss)

gaac'~(ss)

imperfect future

hamaass hammendess go

soolaass soolendess peel~strip

c'ood'~ass c'6od'd'endess chop up

bug§.ass bugendess clear scrub

2ac'aass 'Zac'c'endess tie

?§.c'~ass ?~c'c'endess reap

gaac'~ass gaac'c'~ndess grind
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c'ade(ss) c'ad~ass c'addendess pound~ stab

kas'e(ss) k~s'~ass k~s's'endess be cooked

yewe(ss) yewaass yewendess come

Zeewe(ss) '1eewaass ?eewendess bring

slye(ss) sfy~ass sfyendess hear

mlye(ss) mly~ass m1yendess eat

ylyye(ss) ylyyaass yfyyendess say

yfsse(ss) y1ss~ass yfssendess do

Although all the above forms have a final -ss subordinator, two things

need to be said about this. Firstly, only in the case of free (headless)

relatives in subject position, when nominative marking occurs, will -ss be

distinctly heard as geminate; in other cases, Final Degemination takes place

(cf. §1.6.3.). Secondly, it seems that -ss is optional only in perfect rel-

atives (indicated by placing it in parenthesis in the preceding examples).

Nevertheless, in free relative clauses in the perfect, -ss may not be absent.

The following sentences illustrate relative clauses in NP's displaying

a variety of syntactic functions.

yew~(ss)

came(-sbr.)

?a~iri h~yZ6tteyin

man-pZ.-nom. died-cop.-NS pron.-FPM

PeopZe who came DIED

zigfne hame

yesterday went

na?i hay?6tteyin

boy-nom. died-cop.-NS pron.-FPM

A boy who went yesterday DIED

yew~ass

coming-sbr. man-nom.

t~ Zadatte

my father-cop.

The man who is coming is my father

ha na2f ham~ass1 zig1ne hargassrtttesin

this boy-nom. going-sbr.-nom. yesterday sick person-cop.-past

This boy~ (the one) who is going~ was sick yesterday
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hamaass naZi ziglne hargassuttesin

This boy who is going was sick yesterday

2e-yewe(ss) na?a demattetin

the came(-sbr.) boy saw-cop.-ls pron.-PPM

I SAW the boy who came

2i-sogaass bisso

the washing-sbr. woman

2erattetin

know-cop.-ls pron.-PPM

I KNOW the woman who is washing

ta 2eress 2asi yeedi

I knew-sbr. man-nom. came

A man whom I know came

2e-hare

the donkey

?i samessi

she bought-sbr.

t~ maa~utte

my property-cop.

The donkey~ (the one) she bought~ ~as mine

cf. 'Zi

she

same(ss) har e j j ] ta

bought (-sbr.) donkey-nom.

maasutte

my property-cop.

The donkey which she bought was mine

2ac6 Ze 2i~~assi 2iitatte

meat he cuts-sbr.-nom. bad-cop.

Meat~ (that) which he is cutting~ is bad.

cf. 2e 2i~~ass ?aco[j] 2iitatte

he cuts-sbr. meat-nom. bad-cop.

The meat he is cutting is bad

ta[j] 2i

I-nom. she

baysess hare worgottetin

sold-sbr. donkey wanted-cop.-ls pron.-PPM

I WANTED the donkey which she sold

s60s

snake

2es~nna

it-instr.

t~

I

wod'e(ss)

kill(-sbr.)

kallo[j] me2~tteyin

stick-nom. broke-cop.­

-NS pron.-PPM

The stick with which I killed the snake broke
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The only examples of negative relatives in the corpus are the following.

?e - yewac~ece(ss) 2a~i h~y26tteyin

The man who did not come died

c f , Ze - 2a~f yewac~ecessi h~y26tteyin

The man~ (the one) who did not come~ died

2i-bfsso 2uttaceessi ta ?aNgotte

The woman~ (the one) who did not sit down~ is my sister

2uttaceess bisso[j] t~ ?aNgotte

The woman who did not sit down is my sister

See, however, the negative forms in the following section.

§3.4. SENTENTIAL COMPLEMENTS:

The verb forms found in sentential complements are clearly not based

on the infinitive, and though it appears as if they have the relative stem

shapes in the imperfect and future, this is obviously not the case in the

perfect. The -s ending has almost certainly to identified as the -ss sub­

ordinator found in relatives, but there is no evidence that in this function

a geminate form of it ever occurs. Distinct affirmative and negative forms

- the latter being compounds employing d' ab(b)- leave (tr.) - have been

noted for the perfect, the imperfect, and the future; they are invariable for

person. gel-A- enter is used to illustrate these forms.

perfect:

imperfect:

future:

affirmative

gelfis

gelaas

gelendes

negative

gelacce d'aggiis

/ gelacc~es

gelacc~ d'abaas

gelacce d'abbendes

The following are some example sentences containing such forms.

2e-?a~f hay?fis 2erattetin
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I KNOW / KNEW that the man died

?i-biss6[j] hay?1is ?er~ttetin

I KNOW / KNEW that the woman died

ta geliis 2esi ?eratteyin

He KNOWS / KNEW that I entered

ne gelaccees (/ gelacc~ d'aggiis) ?er~ttesin

He KNOWS / KNEW that you did not enter

s6 bisso[j] hay?endes ?er~ttenin

You KNOW that that woman will die

ha ?asi hay?acce d'abaas ?erattetin

I KNOW that this man is not dying

The following forms were collected for the irregular verbs and for the

verbs go and take~ which have the labial ~velar alternation of the final

70
stem consonant.

perfect imperfect future negative

yeeddes yewaas yewendes
..,..,,,,

d'aggiis, etc.come yewacce

hear siiddes sfyaas siyendes siyacce d'aggiis, etc.

eat muuddes miyaas miyendes miyacce d'aggiis, etc.

bring ?~eddes 2eew~as ?eew~ndes Zeewacc~ d'aggiis, etc.

say yiddes yfyyaas yfyyendes yfyyacce d'aggiis, etc.

go ha[IJ]gfis hamaas hamm~ndes hamacc~ d' aggiis , etc.

take 2ekkfis ?epaas ?epp~ndes ?epacc~ d' aggiis , etc.
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NOTES:

* I wish to acknowledge here my indebtedness to the Institute of Langu­

age Studies of Addis Ababa University under whose auspices the Zayse

research was undertaken. I acknowledge too my g~atitude to the School

of Oriental and African Studies (University of London) and the Central

Research Fund of the University of London for financial grants cover­

ing the costs of the research.

1. The Ometo group is classified within the northern branch of the Omotic

language family; for a discussion, see Fleming, 1976b.

2. The only previous account of the language is Cerulli, 193BL.

3. The Koore were earlier referred to as the Amarro or Badditu.

4. I.e., the Haruro, Gidiccho and Ganjule.

5. To the best of my knowledge, there is no ethnogra?hic work dealing

specifically with the Zayse.

6. I was informed that those Zayse now farming in Elgo came there from

Kaybannji , Z6osseso and Zuz zti.so , and that the Zayse now farming

in Wozaka came from Lamad t a , D'uur~, KawLee and Mah e Ll.a

7. The Zayse now farming in Dambilla came there from Monok'a and

DaNbilleso.

B. An account of another occurrence of this feature in Arbore is given

in-Hayward, 19B4~:120ff.

9. Zayse has been grouped with Koyra (or Koorite, i.e., the language of

the Koore) and Haruro as Eastern Ometo; cf. Bender, 1971; Fleming,

1976h~ 300. The connection with Koyra is confirmed in the Zayse

historical tradition which claims that they and the Koore originated

from a common homeland atK61e, an area to the west, in the present­

day territory of the Garno.
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10. Although comparisons are made here with Amharic, it is not suggested

that Amharic is necessarily the source, or even the indirect source,

of these items.

11. The fact that r (a single tap) does not have a long counterpart could

be coupled together with the fact that r does not occur word-initially

either, and these could be seen as evidence in favour of a syllable

based analysis, since, if we were to claim that r could not occur

syllable-initially, it would automatically follow that a long (or

geminate) segment (in which an internal syllable boundary would nec­

essarily be posited) would not be possible. This would not be at all

satisfactory, however, for there are other consonants, namely sand

C, which do not occur word-initially, though word-internally we do

find them as geminates. Moreover, we find intervocalic occurrences

of r, and the claim that r does not occur syllable-initially would

require us to analyse a word such as par6 zebra as [par] a [0] a '

which would not only violate universal principles of syllabification,

but would create an anomaly as far as Zayse is concerned, since, if

no words can have a vocalic onset, it would be somewhat odd if syll­

ables could do so. All in all, reference to the syllable in the pho­

notactics of Zayse makes for more problems than it solves; see also

Note 12. Notwithstanding, an adequate statement of tonal behaviour

does seem to require reference to the syllable; see Note 18.

12. This is because any reference to the syllable here, would, in order

to account correctly for word-internal clusters, necessarily require

reference to distributional constraints correlating syllables with

certain consonant types in their codas with other syllables having

certain types of consonants in their onsets. Moreover, word-final

(and, therefore, syllable-final) consonants are themselves rather un­

common, so that many coda consonants would not be attested save in
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word-internal positions. Accounting for consonant clusters in terms

of the internal structure of stems or words is more direct, and intu­

itively more satisfying.

13. Of course, one could avoid saying that there are "initial clusters by

treating these as labialized velars, i.e., as single consonants.

14. Words containing W preconsonantally are rare, except in certain verb

inflections like those shown here, where they are derived from under­

lying u. In general, and especially when compared with y, w is not

at all common word-internally.

15. The restriction on the occurrence of sand C initially is so widespread

a feature within N. Omotic, that it has implications for reconstruct­

ion; see Hayward, 1~8g.

16. The sequences 1 [d1] and 1 [til have al so not been recorded. Accord­

ing to the hypothesis proposed here, these gaps would be considered

as accidental, and might be expected to turn up in a more extensive

corpus.

17. The name "tonal accent" seems preferable to "pitch accent" for it re­

cognizes what is shared by systems of this type with tone languages;

"pitch" is really too neutral, since it is appropriate to use the

term when speaking of any auditory perception of the fundamental fre­

quency. For a discussion of the defining features of tonal accent

languages see Hyman, 1978, 1981. For other autosegmental treatments

of tonal accent in languages of the Horn, see Parker and Hayward, 19

85: 218, and Banti, forthcoming.

18. Long vowels and vowel + glide sequences generally have a level pitch

throughout, even when the glide is derived from an accented vowel.

It is important to note this, for in the case of the nominative of

unaccented nouns, the perceived location of H after Gliding occurs is
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upon the vowel as well as upon the glide, i.e., one hears a level

pitch rather than a rise, e.g.

tolko + i

In general this is indicated by marking H (by means of the acute acc­

ent) on the vocalic nucleus of the derived syllable, viz. tolk6[j]

19. It is to be appreciated that "*" is an abstract diacritic with no

phonetic properties of its own.

20. It would not be inappropriate to regard low / non-high simply as

tonelessness.

21. It is unfortunate that the corpus contains no examples of this sort

having a length greater than two words.

22. To focus the subject NP also calls for a cleft construction contain-

ing the copula; see §3.2.

23. Somali is probably a language which meets this condition.

24. Cf. Parker and Hayward, 1985:22i-',where for Qafar it is claimed that

intonation features occur independently of the tonal accent system.

25. PSF nouns are comparatively rare. It appears to be the case that

some of them are morphologically complex - at least in their origins.

26. The G6bbo may perhaps be identified with the Koore; but I am not at

all sure about this.

27. Zayse has no special words for son or daughter. For these, phrases

such as ta na2a my bOY3 etc. and ta bisa?a my girl3 etc. are em-

ployed; their plurals are regular, i.e., with -ire

28. While 'laNgo denotes ones aunts (paternal and maternal), elder sisters

or female cousins, bar6 denotes only younger sisters and female

cousins. ?aNgusse and barS denote the respective male counterparts
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of these.

29. See Hayward, 1982: 223.

30. The significance of the fact that in Zayse the default gender is

feminine, rather than masculine (which is the case in all the other

Ometo languages that have been described to date), is discussed in

Hayward, 1989.

31. The meaning of 2ad'a is big~ great; it is found in various of the kin

terms, e.g., 2ad'6 ?adda qrandfatiher, ?ad'6 ZaNga aunt (moth­

er ! e sister).

32. The meaning of pee s t t is not known.

33. I have found no cognates for laNk'e.

34. I assume that there is a condition of some sort prohibiting sequences

of more than than two contiguous syllables with H tone.

35. In Koyra this distinction is found for all the numerals 1-10; cf.

Hayward, 1982: 228-9.

36. Hayward (1987: 220) interprets these final vowels as relics of an

earlier TV, which corrects my earlier analysis of final -iin modify­

ing forms of consonant-final nominals (including numerals) in Koyra

as a genitive marker.

37. Even when intervocalic, the final bilabial stop in the words for six

and seven never seem to be spirantized, though they were not very

long either, viz.

Zizu[p]i hamatteyin

Six went

laa[p]f hamatteyin

Seven went
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I suspect that from a phonological point of view they are geminates;

cf , also the formative -ppe in the Koyra numerals: ?izzuppe six;

lappe seven; haz ztippe eight; ?odduppe nine.

38. We also find sf.2a for 1000 - presumably a loan.

39. Cerulli (1938h) does not report the distinction for Zayse.

40. Similar alternations occur elsewhere in Omotic, and are obviously

archaic; they appear in lexical material gathered by Mary Breeze for

Benchnon Gimira; they also appear in Koyra (cf. Hayward, 1982: 235ff).

41. Concerning the affricates here, see §1.5.

42. As in other Ometo languages, eat and hear belong to a set of verbs

that very commonly display irregularity (cf. §2.6.3.). Their idio­

syncratic behaviour arises from the fact that they lack a proper stem­

final consonant.

43. It should also be noted that -utt is a formative for "reciprocal

verbs", e.g.

wol~ zeeruttottunin

We (inc.) spoke to each other

44. Comparison of a recent in-depth description of the categories of the

Wo1aitta verb (Adams, 1983) with earlier descriptions of that language

and other Central Ometo varieties suggests that a very great deal may

remain to be discovered in the grammars of all the Ometo languages.

45. However, the same - or a very similar - thing does occur in Koyra; cf.

Hayward, 1982: 252.

46. This invites comparison with a final -n which marks the imperfect

aspect in all the (irregular) vowel-final verbs in Koyra; cf. Hayward,

1982: 243.

47. My material contains very few "past tense" nominal predications, so
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that the possible occurrence of -c in sentences of this type is

simply not known.

48. buZ-utt- be united is, of course, an intransitivized ES verb.

49. It should not be forgotten, however, that there is a third accentual

class for nouns, i.e., what was termed the PSF type. But it is not

at all obvious that the tonally odd verbs that are under discussion

here can be considered a counterpart of this type.

50. Unfortunately, I did not record a complete paradigm for any SS verb

such as book(k)- dig which shows an alternation of single C with

geminate CC stem-finally.

51. Although the irregular verbs described here all have a as the post­

thematic vowel, they are not uniformly like Class A verbs in their

tonal patterns. Nor are their infinitives always what we expect for

Class A verbs (cf. §2.6.5.).

52. Tonal marking recorded for these items was conflicting and confused,

and has been omitted here in consequence.

53. Unfortunately, only a few forms of this verb were recorded.

54. yis- also means do. The intransitive / transitive pairing of verbs

meaning say and do is, of course, frequently encountered in the lang­

uages of Ethiopia in connection with the formation of compound verbs.

Here, however, the relationship is morphologically explicit.

55. I say "hypothesized" since my field-notes are not clear on the matter.

Moreover, the analysis of many of the locative existential predicat­

ions of the type illustrated in §2.l.4.3. and the analysis of CPF's

depend rather heavily upon this point. The analysis was developed

long after I had any access to a Zayse speaker. I look forward to

an opportunity of establishing this empirically.
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56. Cf. Amharic k'arabb-ala He approached a little; Qafar kudda-iyyah

he runs away (for a short time); see Cohen, 19l~-: 266; Parker and

Hayward, 1985: 251.

57. The verb say shows an invariable (i.e., non-complex paradigm) future

form - at least in this construction. This may well be an archaism

retained in this irregular but much used verb.

58. Although I have generally translated focus sentences in Zayse by means

of English cleft sentences, this must not be taken as implying any

formal similarity.

59. The final -88 is, of course, degeminated in pronunciation unless it

is followed by a vocalic suffix.

60. Saeed's PhD thesis (1982) appeared in published form in 1984.

61. I am not prepared to say that it is a focus marker, however; argu­

ments adduced in support of my position on this appear later in this

section.

62. I assume that underlyingly the subjects of such relative clause

verbs are pronominal, and that the operation of relativisation will

involve the deletion of a pronominal when it is coreferential with

the (antecedent) NP head.

63. It seems reasonable to suggest a similar etymology for -de.

64. I refer here to the so-called Complex Noun Phrase Constraint (cf.

Ross, 1968), which has the effect of prohibiting the movement of any

element out of a relative clause. For a very clear discussion of

this constraint, the reader is referred to Radford, 1981: Ch.7.
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65. For an illuminating discussion of Somali topic structures, the reader

is referred to Saeed, 1984: Ch.7. The relevance of Saeed's treatment

for the syntax of other Ethiopian languages will be very apparent to

those who have puzzled over these matters!

66. There is another very important difference between East Cushitic lan­

guages like Somali and Arbore and Orneto languages like Zayse. In the

former, most sentences other imperatives are characterized by the pre­

sence of what have traditionally been called "selectors". These are

a set of elements that occur sentence-initially, and the occurrence

of one or other of them distinguishes the sentence type (as declara­

tive, polar interrogative, jussive, negative, etc.). In some East

Cushitic languages, the selectors may also carry aspectual distinctions

It is important in comparing Zayse with Somali, etc"to note that the

selectors occur in sentences where there is no syntactic focus, and

in this case, the clitic subject pronouns attach to the selectors.

Thus, with the obvious exception of sentences in which subjects them­

selves are focussed, clitic subject pronouns are always present in

non-imperative sentences.

67. It will be recalled that there is a strong correlation for verbs with

CVC- stems between tonal pattern and post-thematic vowel (cf. §2.6.2.

1.). At various places in this study, however, I have had to point

out that this correlation was only partial; verbs with longer stems

and the irregular verbs (in which the stems are less than CVC- in

structure) behave oddly. Since lexical tone classes need to be recog­

nized for all Orneto languages (for which the data is adequate on the

matter), while only Zayse seems to require a lexical division of verbs

with respect to a post-thematic vowel, it seems reasonable to say that

the two things have independent origins. The correlation - such as it

is - between tone pattern and post-thematic vowel is most probably due



355

to analogical simplification, and is not yet complete.

For use of the term, see, for example, Tucker and Bryan, 1956: 583ff.

I was unable to obtain any past perfect or past imperfect relative

forms.

A variant with t was noted in the affirmative perfect forms of the

verbs £us(s)-O- drink and zass-O-fear~ viz. ?ustes / 2usiis,

zastiis / zassiis. Like the dd element found in the perfects of

the irregular verbs, this t must represent an archaism.




